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 CHAPJXXX

1SS Pladlow had the misforturie

to lofe a very ‘amiable mother, at

the age of ten months, and when, for her
fake, the do&or, whofe charaler was more
refpectable than his finances, ‘accepted a
fituation in the Duke of Angrave’s family,
‘he committed his precious darling, only
.VOL. III, B then
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then fix years old, to the care of Mrs. Par-
kington, contenting himfelf with fuch oc-
cafional vifitations, as did not encroach on
the indulgence of his noble patron, or in-
terfere with the official duties of his office.

His honeft heart repofed in the fecurity
that his daughter was placed, where fhe
would be well taken care of, much better
he thought,' than he could have done for
her in his own houfe, having always fet his
face againft fecond marriages, having no
female relation to whofe charge he could
intruft her, and not being in circumftances
to give her ,the advantages of a genteel
education, by procuring the attendance of
‘mafters, at the moderate rate of half a
guinea a leffon, a tax as permanently fet-
tled by all forts of venders of polite ac-
complifhments, as our malt, cyder, or even
land-tax is fixed by parliament itfelf.

~ Mrs,
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Mrs. Parkington really merited the good
opinion Do&or Pladlow had entertained
of her, the was in every refpect a truly de-
ferving woman; fhe had been many years
eftablithed in his neighbourhood; her fchool
'was flourifhing, and her attention to her
pupils unremitting, and if it had not been
quite fo much divided, the fituation of the
poor little motherlefs Ann would have been
fully as eligible, as iffhe had been brought
up under the immediate eye of her furviv-
ing parent. Mrs. Parkington loved and
cherithed her with true maternal fondnefs,
and gave to the forming and improve-
ment of her mind, as great a proportion of
her time; as the could -have givén to any
individual {cholar, had that individual been
a daughter of her own, but the volatile di{-
pofition of her pretty charge, required
conftant attendance and conftant culture,
which was no more in her power to beftow,
than for a gardener to ftand over one par-

B2 . - dcular
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ticular Hower, amd negle& all the reff of
his parterre. .

- Mifs Pladlow had -entered her teens in
all the majefty of beauty, when a vacancy
happened in the {cheol, by the marriage of
a fober dilcreet woman, whofe depaltmem
it was to inftruét the young ladies in the
French language, and on this occafion Mrs.
Parkington applied to Do&or Pladlow,
‘who was then in the Duke of Angrave’s
family, for his affiftance in recommending
a perfon to fupply the lofs of her late affift-
ant.

- Now the' Dodor, though the beft man
in the world, was certainly the worft that
could have been employed on fo delicate a
commiffion ; but willing to execute it ta
the beft of his - abilities; he referred the re-
queft to the perfon who fuperintended the
education of his patron’s daughters, and the
- promifed to look out for a country womax}
°
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of her own (being a Parifian) who was
properly qualified for the office fhe ‘was
wanted to fill; accordingly the next week,
a Mademoifelle was difpatched down to the
fchool in a ftage coach, with more recom-
mendations from ladies of the very firlt
fathion, than money, ribbon, blond Iace,
or rouge. :

. As we have. already brought forward
this important charaéter, Leing the very
fame Mademoifelle who attended Mifs
Pladlow in her excurfion to the woed,
where they were met by Lord Greendale,
it may not be altogether unneceffary to fay
a few more words on the fubjett of her
merits, and how {he came by them. Seve-
ral ladies of quality, old and young, mar-
ried and fingle, the forming of whofe
minds and merals had been her peculiar
tafk, in the thirty years fhe had taken up’
her abode I the metropolis, were all of
them ready, on account of pafs'd fervices,

B3 not.
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not only to declare, but to fign fuch decla-
rations, with their own honorable, and right
honorable names, that Mademoifelle Scude-
rie was mighty well qualified for a gover-:
nefs ; that fhe fpoke the language of her
‘own country with purity; knew fome-
thing of Italian, and had behaved with
much difcretion whilft in their fervice;
twenty of thofe written teftimonials fhe
carried with her to Mrs. Parkington, and
being an adept in the {cience of hypocrify,
after a trial of fix years, Mrs. Parkington
was as much the dupe of her arts, as on
“her firft coming down to take poffeffion
of her pott.

. The good fchool-miftrefs had .often
_thanked Doétor Pladlow for his recom-
mendation, who in truth knew nothing
more of the perfon fo much approved, ex-
cept what he had been told by the gover-
nefs, who lived with Lady Margaret and
Lady Selina Dangle ; he thought her bes-

. . ter
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ter intitled to his neighbours acknowledg-
ments than himfelf, of courfe conveyed
them -to the right owner, who always re-
ceived them very graciouily, not fo much
for their own, as for the Dofor’s fake,
who fhe regarded as a comely widower,
might make a handfome hufband, and not
having heard that his late wife had pro-
vided him with an heirefs, to enjoy the
riches he was in a fair way to accumulate,
fhe would have read her recantation of
Popifh errors, to have prefented him a
lawful heir to his rifing fortune; thefe
pleafing hopes were all her own, the' Doc-
tor had no part in them, fuch an idea’ had
never entered. into his head, ot fuch a with
into his heart; of which truth, after twelve
-months of indefatigable labour to attain
_her purpofe, Madame Villeroy was fo
well convinced, that inftead of purfuing
him any longer with tokens of prefer<
ence, fhe attempted to annoy him with
airs of cold civility, almoft bordering on

B4 contempt,
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contempt, to which he really was, or pre-
tended to be, as blind as to the fofter blana
ddhments of love and tendernefs, which
made her fo compleatly bis enemy, that
fhe. fwore never to mifs en occafion
through her whale life, 10 do- him a dif-
fervice, whenever it ihouldx happen to be
in her power.

Mademoifelle Scuderie found the con-
finement of a fchool did not quite agree
with the very liberal notions of freedom
the had imbibed, - by her long refidence in
the land of liberty, particularly after hav-
mg paffed fo much of her time in the
houfes of the great, where liberty might
be faid to reign unfettered, though in lefs
exalted fituation, liberty ‘is obliged to fubmit
to the reftraints of a few odd old fathioned.
laws, the obfervance of which, to thofe
who can look forward to no better prof-
pect than an approving confcience and
sternal rewards, is confidered as a matrer

: of
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of more confequence than the generality
of great people believe them to be; but
what could poor Mademoifelle do to right
herfelf, her place was a lucrative one, and
places of profic the knew, by late.experi-
ence, was more eafily’ loft .than gained.
Notwithftanding fhe had been governefs
and chief confidant to twenty lacies of high
rank, having no further occafion for her
fcrvices, being arrived at that happy age,
when they could manage their own little
affairs, the only thing they could be pre-
vailed upon "to give her, and what of all
others fhe leaft deferved, was a good cha-
ratter, fo that when fhe got into her pre~
fent eftablithment, the was literally in a
ftate of ftarvation, and to which fhe wag
very loth to return ;. great as. her. objec-
tions were to the fort of life, her- necef-
fities had compelled hcr to accept

The extreme’ beamy of Mx.fs Pladlow,
aﬁ“o:dcd a diftant profpeét ‘of better days.

) By te
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taMademoifelle ; fhe knew the power fuch
a blaze of charms muft have on the hearts
-of all mankind, the moment they fhould
 be exhibited to the world, and by making
‘an intereft in her affetion, fhe hoped to
be a fharer in any good fortune that might
hereafter attend her ; with this advantage
in view, all her hours of leifure were dedi-
cated to filling the poor child’s head with
folly, and her heart with vanity, by which
deftructive arts, fhe had gained fuch an af-
cendency over her, that fhe would have
given up the whole world, rather than be
. {eparated from her dear Mademoifelle ; the
had nearly died of grief when her father
fetched her from fchool, and returned to it
with as large a proportion of joy, when
Lord Greendale was expeed at Red-

berry.

In novels and romances, fhe was per-
haps as well read as any other young lady,.
- whofe education Mademoifelle had beer:
concerned 3 -
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concerned ; -the was herfelf a great lover
of fuch light fummer reading, and had a
pretty large colletion, which fhe called
her own, but which, in fa&, had been hired
for the ufe of her former pupils, and after-
wards forgot to be returned, as the names
of different circulating libraries "on the
bindings clearly announced; the box that
contained thofe prohibited treafures, and
forbidden pleafures, was conveyed to the
fchool- houfe, under ‘the denomination of
wearing apparel, and made her public en-
try more refpectable than it would other-
wife have been ;. for to fpeak truth, all her
wasdrobe, except the cloaths on her back,
might have been packed up in a comb-
cafe, "

- She not only indulged her beautiful
pupil with reading all forts of novels, good,
bad and indifferent, but would alfo recount
to her the hiftories of all the families the
had lived with ; would tell her how it was.

: Be the

&



12 DELBORQUGH FAMILY:

the fathion for mothers to keep daughters.
in their nurferies, ’till they might them-
#lves be mothers, and how cleverly thofe
very daughters had atlaft out-witted their
mothers ; how many young ladies that the
had brought up, had got married and di-
vorced in lefs than twe years, and how
many mere of her acquaintance, who had
not a fix-pence to crofs themfelves with,
had got rich hufbands, merely by their
beauty, and then fhe never failed to draw
an inference in favour of her lovely friend,
fo very palatable and cordial, as by fre-
quent repetition to perfectly intoxicate her
fenfes.

Nature had made her amiable; her un-
derftanding was not at leaft below' medio-
crity, and her heart had many good quali-
ties ; but Mademoifelle was never an ad-
mirer of the works of nature, except to
deftroy them, fo that Mifs Pladlow’s

mind was as much out of repair, at the age
' ' of
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of eighteen, - by the eoquettery and affec+
tation thrown iate it by means of Made-
moifelle Scuderie, as it could pofiibly have
been, had fhe pafied three winters in town,
in the bofom of faﬂnon and thc fpkndxd
ciseles of high: life. :

- On the day marked out for tie mifery
of Lord Greendale, and the congueft of
Mifs Pladlow, the two female friends went
to the wood, in confequence of an appoint«
ment made by Mademoifelle, to be ‘met
there by an .old woman wha lived in the
- neighbourhood, and paffed for a fortune-
teller ; what happened on this occafion has
been fpeken of in its proper place, we have
only therefore to add, that after the Mar-
quisthad taken leave, Mademoifelle, in her
officious eagernefs to congratulate Ann. on
the conqueft fhe had made, full of won
der who the fbranger could be, and of ad-
miration at. the handfomenefs of his perfon,
and the gracefulness of his manners, tumbed

over
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over a ftone that lay in her way, and in
the fall hurt her ancle fo much, that Mifs
Pladlow could not lift her from the ground,
but was forced to run to the houfe for af-
fiftance ; the was carried home in a chair,
and put to bed, to which fhe was confined
{feveral days, for though no bone was bro-
ken, or diflocated, the. ftrain was a very
bad one, and what made it a grievous ac-
cident to Ann, was the difappointment of
her hopes to meet the agreeable ftranger
the next day, as fhe had moft mdlfcrcetly
promiféd him fhe would do.

Fair and gentle readers, you who are yet
unhackneyed in the ways of the world, ftop
at this part, and contemplate the very na-
tural picture of real life we hold up for
your infpection: look at Mifs Pladlow
in the back ground, that is to fay, in the
firft ftage of her infancy, you will there fee
her. innocent, artlefs, modeft, and timid,
the moft interefting light in which your

- fex

=



-

'DELBOROUGH FAMILY. 13

fex can ever appear. ~See the deftroyerof
thofe feminine graces, the Syren, whofe
fong is death, approach her in the difguife
of friendfhip ; fhe holds the cup of flattery
to her lips, infufed with deadly poifon, and
that Syren is Mademoifelle Scuderie; for
having liftened to her voice, and been di-
reCted by her counfel, Mifs Pladlow, though
Aill innocent and modett, is no longer art-
lefs or timid. In her attachmenttothe infidi-
ous French woman, fhe may be reckoned
unfortunate, but when fhe permittedta man,
with whofe name fhe was even unacquaint-
ed, to talk to her of love, to prefs her
hands, and carry them to his lips, fhe for-
feited her pretenfions to difcretion, and by
condefcending to. grant his . requeft of a
fecond meeting, we tremble to pronounce,
that the bidadieu to the only guards of her
fex, prudence and. delicacy ; the-firft fpeci-
men we have of her art, was turned againft
herfelf, and had Lord Greendale kept his.
appointment, and had his principals been.
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Jefs firictly honourable than in reality they
were, it would have infallibly effeted her
deftruction. To meet him unattended by
a female companion, fhe felt repugnant,
fhe even feared, and very juftly too, that
fuch a fiep might be the means of lower-
ing her in his eftimation.

-The hurt Mademoifelle had received the
preceding day, prevented her from going
eur; and to_truft any other perfon with the
fecret, was. unpofﬁble the therefore deter-
mined not to give him the meeting the had

_promifed, at the fame time cheated her own

refolves, by purfuing her walk through the
very path which he muft take, and at the
very hour in which fhe .expeéted him;
fortune was on this occafion' more favour-
able to her than the deferved, it faved her
from an interview. with the Marquis, and-
prefented to her his letter only, with the
contents, of which fhe was more tranfported:

“than it was pomblc fhe eould have been by

A the
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the prefence of the writer, having difmif-
fed Jenkings with exactly the verbal mef-
fage to his Lord, which was warmly foli-
cited by his Lordfhip, and to which words
he told her he fhould annex volumes of
love’s own eloquence, fhe ran back to
the apartment of Mademoifelle Scuderie,
and having firft carefully faftened the door,
forgetting all the charges her lover had
given her to cherifh his fecret, fhe repofed
it in the bofom of her confidant, whofe agi-
sation was very little inferior to her own.
“They -continyed: reading the myfterious.
letter over apd ever fo often; till every
word it contained was impreffed on their
memories {o foreibly, that nething could
blot it from: thence, and the recourfe
they had %o i§ daily, almeft hourly, made -
fuch ap omiffien as forgetfulnefs, a decided
impofiibility.

.Already Mifs Pladlow pofleffed by _anticii:a-.

~ tionthe rank of 3 Duchefs, and Mademaifelle:
- did

,—‘—
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did not fail to enumerate any advantage that
muft of courfe fall to her fhare in this
fplendid alliance; truth forces us to own,
that if Ann’s heart was at all touched by
any other paffion than ambition, the hurt
was fo flight, that fhe even did not feel it
herfelf.

Lord Greendale was the firft man who
had fpoke ‘to her with particular tender-
nefs ; fhe thought it delightful, and with-
out defiring to know more of the fpeaker,
fhe ‘withed to hear him talk to her again
in the fame language ; this was really the
ftate of her heart before fhe received the
Marquis’s letter, from which time fhe
made herfelf believe, that the was as much
in love with him as any heroine inro-
mance could be with her hero; or even as
the young ladies, of whom Mademoifelle
had frequently told her, who thought'no
difficulty too great for them to encounter,
which oppofed their paflfage to the pre-

fence
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lfcncc of a lover, or that too many du-
ties could be facrificed to make him happy,
and themfelves miferable.

The only matter that could now dif-
trefs the mind of Mifs Pladlow, was the
myftery of her lover’s fituation ; and what
could it be, was a queftion fo often afked -
of herfelf and Mademoifelle, that like a
feverith idea, waking or fleeping, it never
forfook her, notwithftanding her intriguing -
confidant always affured her, that as foon
as the Marquis was gone upon his travels,
fhe would fet about finding it out, and had
already invented the means, which ~fhe
faid muft be fuccefsful for finding out the
truth of the matter ; but as to the nature of
the plan fhe had' conftrutted, that was a
fecret fhe chofe to hold in her own keep-
ing, nor could all Mifs Pladlow’s 1mpor-—
tunities draw it from her,

CHAP.



20 DXLBOROUGH FAMILY,

CHAP XXXL

-ADY Selina Dangle had given fo juft

‘an account of her brother’s ftrange
condu&, after his- return to town from
Redberry, to her friend Lady Dorothy
Petting, who had again fo- faithfully re-
lated it to Colonel Fairfax, that they have
left nothing for us ta fay on that fubjec,
except to explain the Marquis’s reafons
for chufing to appear what he was not, to
his own family and to the world ; a floven,
a fot, a voluptuary, and a gambler, rather
than what he was, elegantly exac, tempe-
o * rate,
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rate, mhoderaté in his purfuit of plesfure,
and a ftrict d;fcq;lmarxan in the fchool of
honour '

Befox_'e he had.feen Mifs Pia.dlavz he had
contrived, by his own diligence, in avoiding
temptation, to keep his heart ddfengzged
knowing his father had taken care to en<
" gage his perfon, and was refolved to fulfil
his part of the contsad, or rather family .
compdct, at fome future .period, that is to
fay, when he could find no’ poflible means
to protrad it; but if he was inclined to
put off . the dreaded event to a limited
diftance, and only repined that it was not
in his )power to make it unlimited; prior
to this accdental tencounter with the all-

conquering Anh, t6 whom e had fub<

* mitted with the impetuofity of a firft im« .
preflion ; being under the influence of o
head-ftrong a paffion ; what became of his
dutiful refolves, to make gqod, at ond
time or other, the family engag‘emcnt,
_ every ’

~
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every idea of the fort was difcarded, never
to be refumed; and how to get it effec-
tually diffolved now occupied every
thought, that he could draw off from the
contemplation of his abfent divinity.

. Lord Greendale too well knew the Duke
of Angrave’s infatiate avarice, to build the
leaft hope of his relinquifhing the profpect
of pofiefling Mifs Palmerfton’s fortune,
which would have been equally pleafing
to his Grace had the Lady herfelf been
quite out of the queftion: Befides the
heavy forfeiture he muft be fubjet to if
his fon married any other woman, was
fuch- a bar to the gratification of the
Marquis’s wifhes, as he faw but one way
to furmount, which was to impofe him-
felf on her guardians for a diflolute,
abandoned profligate, who was totally un-
worthy of an alliance ‘with their ward, and
to tire out the patience of his affianced
wife by his unremitting coldnefs and de-
5 cided
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cided negle&, till "the whole party thould
be agreed to, loofen the galling chains by
which his freedom was faftened down, and
in confideration of Mifs Palmerfton’s fu-
ture happinefs, he even expected fhe and
her guardians would be the firft parties
to propofe an amicable doffolution of the
hated contra&, if he could but be happy
enough to make himfelf an object of dif-
guft to the one; and of contempt to the
other. . The plan was laid before he quit-
ted Redberty, and before he had written
to Mifs Pladlow the letter,” which has
already appeared; but though it was car-
ried into execution with fpirit, and fol-
lowed up with intrepidity, though it was a
ftratagem fo wonderfully well concerted
between him and his faithful - Jenkings,
who he had prefled into the fervice, yet the
fuccefs- of it did not anfwer his purpofe.
The falfe accounts of his conduét ingeni-
oufly contrived to circulate from every
quarter of the town, drew on him the

difap-
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difxpprobation of his family, the condems
nation of many, and the cenfure of all,
except only the guardians of Mifs Palmer-
fton, who.. ﬁlcntly paffed over in the
Marquis of Greendale, heir apparent -to
bis Grace the Duke of Angrave, fuch
impuced adtions of folly and extravagance,
as, had they fallen on any other character;
thofe grave and wife gentlemen- would
wndoubtedly have been: the very firft to
arraign and reprobate ; but contrarywife,
they were hot only themftlves indulgent to
his Lordfhip’s imaginary improprieties,
they alfo difpofed their ‘manageable ward
to difbelieve them intirely, nay even to
difcredit the evidence of her own fenfes,
which had told her a thoufand times fhe
was an objet of difguft to her intended
hufband, and their language might have
been underftoed, but- for the crafty and
flattering infinuations of thofe very gentle-
men who might have ‘been the friends of
' 6 - her
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her fortune, but were moft certainly the
enemies to her peace,

Difappointed, yet not in defpair, at the
vaft fums of repuation he had fquandered
in the purfuit of freedom, without having
made the {malleft progrefs towards its at-
tainment, he departed from England,
firmly fixed to proceed in his plans of
deception, not only whilt he continued
abroad, but to the end of his life, if he.
thould not in lefs time have the good for-
tune to make himfelf hated by Mifs Pal-.
merfton, and her incorrigible guardians..
He had no pity to beftow on thofe¢ whe.
had plungéd him into mifery, if they
fhould fuffer by the only means he could
ufe to extricate himfelf from it; but when
he thought of the grief his mafqued con«
dué& would occafion Dr. Pladlow, he felt
it as an aggravation of his own diftrefies,
it was neceffary he fhould be deceived
with all the reft of the world; but the

VoL, I, - C - wounds’
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wounds he knew it would give his tran-
quillity was a dagger in his own foul. -

‘When, at the urgent fohcxtatlons of the
Duke of Angrave; Dr. Pladlow confented
to travel with his beloved pupil, he found:
no difficulty in perfuading Ann of the ne-
ceflity there'was that they fhould again be-
feparated. She was returned to her father,
and preﬁde'd' as miftréfs of his-houfe, at’
the time a letter fromy his Grace arrived at-
Redberry, conveying the moft brilliant:
propofals, which might have had no weight'
with the: Dottor, whof€ wealth was already
thoré than équal to his moderate wifhes ;-
but what he would ‘have refufed to felfith-
‘conﬁderatxons, he granted to grantude, and’
the warm intreaties of his benefactor. -

Mifs Pladlow could with difficulty con-"
ceal the joy her father’s determination
had given her; becaufe fhe looked upon -
the xequcﬁ, though made by the Duke,’

N
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to originate in the Marquis; as-was really’
the cafe, and regarded it as a tacit proof
of the fteadinefs of his Lordfhip’sattach-
ment to herfelf. Her lips; irideed, ex~
prefled forrow; but her heatt revelled in-
all the delights of expected gtatifications.
She iftreated her ‘father’s’ permiffion to*
rerhdin-at his houfe during’ the time he
was-abfent, as, after having' Hived feveral!
riiohths at homié with hirh, fhe'fHould feel
very’ great rélutaiice’ to” het forriiet réfis
depce ; *for thotigh Mis, Parlt“mgtbn 'wiak
one of the beft” womeitin the WOﬁd,\ the
fehool, fhe miuft confefs, had fo charnfe’
for her, having a!fqmred’"from her . dear
father fucl a tafte for the' enthanting huxcera:
rits ‘of quidt retireriierit, ‘ad-flie cold’ ikt
bt hepe the fhoiild uCVerbcthgcd to’
l@ﬁnqwfh as long as-fhe I?xvcd. '

Chiataédl Hith the ratiohal {c'nﬁmems df

' his darlitig daaghter, the traffdoked; ‘alas ¥

we dte forry tofay, deccived parent, tenderly
Cz2 embraced
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- embraced her. His eyes gliftened with -
tears of fatisfation, and he affured her he
fhould readily grant her requeft, and fettle
on her a handfome eftablithment, if they
could think of any good kind of matronly
woman who would accept the office of
her companion ; for he did not hold it
proper that {o young a woman fhould be
left intirely to her own management, and
he would make it worth the while of any .
fuch perfen to live intirely with her at
Redberry during his abfence. He ftopped
here, and being arrived at the very point
to which the had withed to conduct him,
with glowing cheeks and fparkling eyes,-
fhe ventured to, afk him what he ‘fhould,
think; of Mademoifellc Scuderie, to whoe:
care of her fhe was already fo much in-
debted, fuppofing they could prevail on
herto refide at Redberry, and Mrs. Par-
kmgton,,ihe dare- fay, would confent to
gwc her vp for fo fncndly a purpofe.

L : ’ Say,.
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Say, child, replied the Dottor, quite as
much delighted as Ann appeared to be,
though, perhaps, not fo much as the really
was, I fay that I like your propofition fo
well, that I will immediately wait on both
the Ladies, and it {hall not be my -fault-if
1 do not bring youback Mademoifelle Scu-
derie for your companion. Itis impoffible
that I fhould not approve the original of
thofe good qualities, which I every day fee
{o brightly reflected in my own dear Ann

Mifs Pladlow threw her arms round the -
neck of this tender approving parent, and
‘hid her face on his bofom ; it was an in-
voluntarily ation to concedl the guilty
bluth with which it was overfpread, and
not what he believed it to be, the artlefs.
‘emotion -of filial fondnefs. -

- Therecould be nofear ofarefufal onthe part
of Mademoifelle, and tho’ Mrs. Parkington,
whofe eyes had never been opened: to her
real character, was forry, and found it in-

Ci3 con-
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convenient to part with fo principal an
affiftant, yet did fhe refign to her good
friend, Dr. Pladlow, the precious hypocrite,
who carried her away with him, very much
advanced inhis eftimation, by the number
of tears that followed the adieus fhe re-
ceived-from the miftrefs herfelf, and all her
{cholars, on quitting their focie“y.

We defire our readers will not look on .
the little fketch of incidents, that we have
introduced, as a regular hiftory of Lord
Greendale ; it is only meant to convey an
explanation of the events that had appear-
ed myfterious in his life befare the com-
mencement of our memoirs, and neceffary
ta their further continuation, .as well as to
fhep the caufes from whence they had
arifen, which being our only view, we avoid
entering into the minutiz of circumftances,
and confiné ourfelves to fuch only as are
abfolutely neceffary to their information,
and our'owndefign. .

: D TR - . From
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. From the time Dr. Pladlow left Eng~
land with his pupil, Ann’s little heart beat
v‘}uﬁgher and higher with the pulfe of impa-~
tience to come at the grand fecret, and
Mademoifelle, who had promifed fo large- -
ly, was every day importuned to fet aboug
making the difcovery of what it could be;
but having neftled herfelfinto a very com-
fortable fituation, having a carriage at her
command (for the Do¢tor had .fent down
a fecond-hand charrjot for the ufe of his
daughter)” and, -being Lady Paramount of
the manfion, fhe was in no hafte to quit
all thefe good things, even for a few weks,
to go in,queft.of adveptyres : FHowever,
from ‘time ‘to time ‘fhe promifed and re-
promxled broke -and re; broke her word,
till ‘the fwcqtncfs of les Plagl,q}v 5 tem-
per bcgan to.turn acxd ‘apd. her.endeayors.
to pleafe, coax, and entertain’ her _compa-
nion, were {o w.ﬁbly abatq:d in confequence
of Made.moxfcalle 's everlafting, excufes, that,
fcarmg fhe thould lofe her whole intereft,
<L Cs where:
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‘where it was fo materially for her advan-
tage to preferve it, the, atthe end of ten
months, fat out for London, leaving her
beautiful charge, as had been agreed be-
tween them, making a vifit, felf-invited,
to Mrs. Parkington, to whom fhe had
fignified a requeft that the might be per-
mitted: to remain with her till Mademoi-
felle’s return, wha pretended to have had
4 legacy from fome friend in France, which
‘was to be fettled in London, and made her
abfence from Redberry indifpenfibly ne-
ceffary, though fhe hoped to accommodate
her bufinefs in a fortnight at fartheft,
Mrs. Parkington was happy to receive fo
diftinguifhed a proof of Mifs Pladlow’s
kindnefs. She gave her the moft affec-
' tionate welcome, and warmly congratulated
‘Mademoifelle on her unexpeéted good for-
tune, obferving that the had never heard
“her mention any friend to whom fhe looked
forward in the way of benefit from furvivor-

thip.

The
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The confufion which his Grace of An—
grave, and the younger branches of his
family, had been thrown into on account of
the wonderful alteration in the appearance,.
mannerand conduct,of Lord Greendale,after
his return to town from Redberry, had not
yet fubfided, nor had the tongue of {lander
wearied itfelf in propagating the fuppofi-
tious enormities, of which report had ac-
‘cufed-+him, and for this fimple reafon, that,.
by his Lordfhip’s fpirited contrivances, he
found fuel as well abroad as at home, to

. feed the fires of his own kindling, fo that
fcarce a letter from any perfon of confe-
‘quence was written from Italy to England
‘but’it came freighted with fome report or
other, not at all to the advantage of his
_ charatter, though very much to the for-,
~warding his own deep-laid plans of opera- -
tion. The careful Duke could find no
‘ confolation but in reflefting that, amongft
-all ‘his fon’s extravagance, he had never
bcen fo mad as to evén hint that he would ¢
"C 5 ~ renounce? -
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regounce his pretenfions -to- Mifs;Palmer-
fton, and in the poffeflion of her fortune
“he difcovered the very elixir of life,.and a
healing balfam for all his other grievances.’
Indeed, to have feen his prudent-Grace
in converfation with the heirefs, or her
guardians, the ‘keeneft penetration could
not -have :found. out that he was ;ia any
manner saggrieved ;.. an the _contrary, if
e :might credit his jomn'leoks, and: his
owp words,: on thofe-aceafions, -be i was the
moft happy of fathers, and his dear C}mm—
ale the moft exemplgu;y .of. ans

Afcer all the pams takm hy the Marqms
xo cﬁa.bhfha very dlﬁ'ﬁreqefamc, and to the
attainment . of which he had. facrificed the
_thadow of many.nable qualities, prefervxgb
_only their fubftance,. as-the companions of
‘his befom,.could fontune .in her moft
~whimfical humopr, - bave . played .him 2.
. more malicious trick than. that.of, carrying
‘a good report into a,familyswhere an evil
.one. would have done fo, much better. His

: 3 Grace,
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Grace, on this fubject, and in this fociety,
yias -rather more than, animnated. - e spas
very often qui;e trapfportcd -particularly
Dr. Pl&dlom..or _fome, foolifh, mad, or
-vicioys.aGion. shat had heen, promulgated
to the world - thropgh the channel of re-
port ; then it was that his iptended daygh-
ter, Sir Arthur White, apd,Mr. Anthogy
Pearce, was fure to receive the honour of .
a vifit from his Grace; and then it was
that his Grace would moft exert himfelf,
and with almoft fupernatural eloquence,
elaborately defcribe his fon as poflefling
thofe very perfections, which the hour
before he had bewailed the lofs of in his
private cabinet, with curfes and impreca-
tions : Thus were both Duke and Mar-
quis involved in fcenes of deception ; the
former with much more fuccefs than the
latter, as was explained in the fmiles of
_Mifs_Palmerfton, as well as in the low
- “bows of Sir Arthur ‘White, and his col«
Cceé league,
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‘l‘cagué, Mr. Anthony Pearce, who both a3
fervendy wifhed! to- be deceived, as the
Duke wifhed- to deceive them. Ah'!
poor Marquis, rather than be the fubje&
of praife to thofé gentlemen, it would have
been far moré grateful to thy modeft pre-.
tenfions, had they chofe to have debated
amongft themfelves: which of the two was
blackeft, your Lordthip or Eucifer..
: b

CHAP,
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'C H A P. XXXIL

ADAME Villeroy was retained in
the Duke of Angrave’s family,
 after the marriage of Lady Margaret De-
vero, to finith the education of Lady Selina,
or rather, as her domeftic companion,
which was not a very troublefome em-
ployment, as, after the had turned the
corner of fixteen, fhe fpent lefs time in
her father’s houfe than at any other houfe
within the large circle of her vifitation.

Lady Selina coming "home very late, or
more properly fpeaking very carly from a
' ball,
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ball, parting at her own door fram Lady
Margaret, who had that night been her
chaperon, fhe was furprifed to find Madame
Villeroy waiting in her apartment. Hea-
vens ! cried fhe, runmno' up to the glafs,
in which fhe furveyed herfelf with more
. pleafure than, perhaps, fhe had infpired in
her dlﬂ'xpateci hours; What is it I fee ? Is
_it poffible it can beyou, Madame Villeroy 2
X theught .yon  had been in bed ghefe son
Jours;;  but pray, order. me- fome wine and
wager,-and .make , hafte, . for I have been
dancing with; four of the fwccteﬂ, partpers,
aad;ﬂ;g,ll\ die yichthirft if 1 .have not ggt
4 thls;mpmﬁmn L

Mada,me Vﬂlc,:;oy repgoved -her - Ladyp
-fhip, with a fmile, for.what fhe was pleafed
to call her, amigble impetyolity, and having
humed away the attendant, who waited in
-the pext ;roam.,o get the wineand water
thhmll pomhlev expedision; fhe. hoped her

Ladythip,
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Ladylhip, -having {o .many- fine partyers,
-had beep (very well cmertamgd at t.lzge
ball. T

. Oh! .delighdfully; ,ypu .cappot - think
‘wa I have been admired. I dapced.two
dances with the Prince of Wales, and after
that with the Lord knows who! Well, to
befvre v wld me.hew handfome I
looked before I went out, and I fhall ngw
believe you when ever you tell me fo
iagair;:; But whae bas-been-doing-at.home ?
Jsothese any lesters or meflages. for me:?
Jsimy: farher. come. back: from Sic Arthue’s,
vardoes be fay these 40 iflgep swith.1IVEis
; Pabmetfton 2 sKell: me all about it, for:]
;3m - burlting, with impatience. - (Lord! do
-yawknow. that 1.veally -believe that brother
of mine will get himfelf hung at laft ; they
fay he is in more fcrapes than ever,

. -

T S TSR SIS B S C R I S
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God forbid ! I hope your Ladyfhip has
been mifinformed : I fhould be very forry
to believe every thing I hear.

And yet what every body fays muft be
true ; in fhort, there is nothmg elfe talked
of.

But what do they fay he has done now,
my Lady ?

As to that I cannot po{ﬁbly tell for _]u{’c

-as Lady AuguftaDfawl and Lady Charlotte
- Ogle had been explaining the 'wholé mat-
ter to me as faft they could utter; fo- many

fine men came about. me, that I forgot

every thing they had been faying, except
that George was vcry near bcmg killed. in -

a duel.

O, mon Dieu! O mon Dieu! Anddid
his Lordfhip fight ?

‘Why, -
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Why, no; I think they faid he did not
fight, butthat he had intended it, which
is, in fa&t, exaltly the fame thing: But
what have youheard ? for it is now your
turn to fpeak : I have told you all my
news.

And I have news for your Ladyfhip;
but firft drink your wine and water ; then
turning to her Ladyfhip’s woman, fhe bid
her go to bed, for that the meant to ftay,
and undrefs Lady Selina, who was then
fitting at her toilet, and had opened het
‘eyes half an inch wider, and fixed themon
Madame Villeroy’s face, that fhe might not
lofe 2 word of her intelligence ; and as
foon as they were alone fhe begged to
know what it was, declaring the hated to
be kept in fufpence, and was fure it was
good news, or fhe would not look fo plea-
fant, or have fat up fo late to tell it her. -

Your
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Your Ladyfhip is in.the right, replied
Madame Villeroy, for it is always good to
difcover the contrivances of cunning peo-
ple, who make mifchief in great families,
and turn them upfide down.. For my part
I never liked that fanctified old hypocrite,
Dr. Pladlow, in all my life. I thought
what all -his boafted honour and honefty
would come to. :

Here the violence of her difpleafure
againft the doctor was, by the recolletion
of former pains taken in vain, raifed to fo
great a magnitude, that fhe was actually
forced .to paufe, merely from want of
breath to proceed, whillt .Lady Selina ex-
claimed, Lord! is it only.about that old
figyge - you mean to tell me? Why, the
Jeaftthing that I expeted to have heard was,
that the charming Duke of B— had ;been
to demand me .of my father ; but you are
for ever raifing one’s expeétations, and for
gverdifappointing them, and then, very

peevifhly
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peevithly added, Pray, Madame Villeroy,
let the frightful Dottor’s odious name be
henceforth banifhed from our toilet con-
-verfations.

But fuppofe, my Lady, he fhould be ag
the bottom of all my Lord Marqms s in-

tncues ?

Ah'! dear, good Villeroy, if you have .
any ftories of that fort they muft be en-
tertaining, and, with all my heart, I give
you leave to tell them. ,How can he in-
trigue for my brother ? No, no, it muft
be for himfelf, and the .very idea is fo
ndxculous, that it will kill. me with laugh-
ing, fo make haﬁc, and tell me how it
.was,.and all about it.

,If‘ your_Ladyﬁxip will but have patiencg,
;and not interrype me, I fhall tell you fuch
2 tale as-you have ; nqt h.car,d thefe feven
’ i. . Ye3rSs

[t}
1]
o
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~ years ; but you muft bc quite filent, or l'
fhall forget half of it.

Mum, cried the little lively Lady, laying
her - fingers on her lips, and humouroufly
refting her two elbows on the table, Well,
'will you begin now ? faid the ;"I am guite
ready for his intriguing reverence.

I wifh it was nothing worfe, my Lady ;
‘gallantry and intriguing, as the world goes,
is fo fafhionable an offence, that it would
not have been worth my while to have
meddled with it ; but when a man is taken
into fuch a family as my Lord Duke’s, and
'“1s appomted governor to his eldeft fon, the
immediate heir of his Grace’s magnificent
houfe ; and when fuch 2 man has a young
flirt of a daughter, who he has never men-
tioned in the family that fupport him, not
even to the governefs of his Lord’s fifters,
whofe confequence is -at leaft equal to his
~own ;. but fmuggles his fine Madam, and
brings
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brings her up in a band-box till ke finds
an opportunity to let her lofe upon his
pupil, in hopes to make her a Duchefs.

It is not in nature to be filent any longer,
cried Lady Selina, interrupting her, what,

in the name of a goofe, are you talking
about ?

" Mon Dieu'! wiil noﬁhing make your
Ladyfhip ferious ?

Yes, replied fhe, yawning; your ftory
of Dukes, Marquifes, Governors, Gover-
nefles, and Ducheffes, have made me fo
ftupid, that I muft go to bed and fleep it
off. Lord! if itis not half after feven.
Dear Madame Villeroy take off my things
as faft as you can, and we will talk about
it as early as you pléafe .to-morrow
morning, fo I defire you will awake me
at four o’clock, dead or alive ; faying
which the began tearing the ornaments

o

-
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out of " her hair with her accuftorned vélo-
city, and Madame pérceiving her eyes were
gone a day’s march into her head, faw it
was in vain to contend the point, did as
fhe was bid, a thing not unufual to this
commodious gentlewomnan, and retired to
her own room, carryingin her difappoint-
ed heart hatred, malice, and all forts of
uncharitablenefs, for Dr. Pladlow and his
daughter Anm.

-
—e
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C H A P. XXXIIIL

| S ADAME Villeroy had that very
evening received the honor of a vifit

from Mademoifélle Sctiderie, who when
the told Mifs Pladlow fhe would find out:
what it could be; or in other words the:
- fecrets of Lord Greendale, had nd. othér
engine in view by which it wis poffible to
work out her grand defign, but Madame
Villeroy, her country woman, with ‘whom
fhe had formierly. been in the habits of inti-
macy,andto whofé recommendatidnthe ftood
indebted for her fration with' Mrs.  Park-
ington, of courfe for the ftill more eligible
' one
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one of which that had been produttive;
as foon therefore as the arrived in town,
and had taken a genteel lodging, fhe fent
her footman, for fhe was attended very
lady-like by a male and female fcrvant,
with a card to her old friend, fignifying
“her intentions of waiting on Madame
Villeroy that evening, if fhe happened to
be difengaged.

The poverty in which Madame recollet-~
ed to have feen Mademoifelle fome years.
before, was fo ftrong at the moment fhe

reccived the meflage, as to make her al-
" moft forget the lady herfelf, but enquiring'
of the Portér who it was that had brought
. the card, and being told a footman ina
very handfome livery, who faid he belonged-
to Mademoifelle Scuderie, fhe returned
another equally polite and fincere, exprefl-.
ing her happinefs at being at home and
alone, and how very impatient fhe was

to
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to fee her old friend, for whom fhe had
cherifhed the moft particular efteem, and
the confequence of this interchange of
meflages was, that the two ladies met at
nine o’clock, and fat difcourfing together
till within half an heur of Lady Selina’s
return’ from the ball.

It mighit have been a controvertable
-argument to have held out for ages and
generations, which of thefe two french
ladies was the compleateft miftrefs of
arts, if the contrivances of this one even-
ing had not clearly decided in favor of
Madame, who dexteroufly lightened Ma-
demoifelle of her fecret, without giving one
‘of her own to ftrike the balance, by which
means her volatile country woman was
forced to kick the beam, though in juftice
xo her long eftablithed fame, we are obliged
-to confefs this was the very firft conteft
-of the kind in which fhe had been worfted,

VOL. Il D Made.
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Mademoifelle had no idea that any per-
fon in.the Duke’s family, particularly
Magdame Villeroy, could be unacquainted
with the circumftance of Dotor Pladlow’s
havihg a daughter; and when in the be-

~ ginning of their converfation, fhe cafually
mentioned her comfortable fituation with
that young Lady, and was prodigal in
praife of her beauty, Madame Villeroy,
though burfting with rage, fpleen and afto-
nifhment, managed her words, her voice
and her looks, with fo much addrefs, that
it was impoffible Ann’s confidant fhould
find out her error, or difcover that fhe
had blundered moft egregioufly. When
Mademoifelle fifh’d for the family fecret,
the bait the ufed was very alluring, being
certain parts of her own depofit, and
Madame Villeroy, who faw the hook nib-
bled away, ’till the had fwallowed all the
. good .things about it, and then, not fatis-
fied, by a thoufand carefles, by profeflions
of friendfhip, by promifes of everlafting

fecrefy,

k)
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{ecrefy, bound by the moft folemn affe-
verations, and calling on all the faints in
the Romifh calender to witnefs, that her
lips fhould never open upon the fubject;
in thort, by one means and another, rub-
ing with the grain and againft the grain,
fhe had got at the very marrow of the bu-
finefs, and before they parted, Madame
Villeroy had heard the Marquis of Green-
dale’s letter to Mifs Pladlow, word for
word, repeated four times over by Made-
moifelle Scuderie, who we muft here re-
mark, preferred good old Maderia wine
to any that her own country produced;
and when they parted, after mutually be-
ftowing on each other a kifs on -either
cheek, the declared as plainly as fhe could
fpeak, that fhe only withed to be a very -
. great perfon, for the fake of having fuch
wine always at her table.

Though in her confcience Madame,
Villeroy was convinced, by the Marquis’s
D, letter,
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letter, not only of the Do&or’s innocence

of his pupil’s attachment to his daughter,
but alfo that he was ignorant of their ever
having feen or heard of each other, yet it
was her pleafure to reprefent him as guilty
of the whole affair, to Lady Selina, who
having heard her to an end, as fhe fat by
her bed-fide, the next day was more eager
to have an exalt defcription given her of
-Mifs Pladlow’s perfon, the beauties of
which had been brought forward, as a
proof of the Dotor’s duplicity, than to
exprefs furprife or anger; and being gra-
tified op, that point, fhe ftarted up in the
bed, and catching hold of Madame Ville-
roy’s hand, you muft promife me, faid fhe,
two things, and I will give you five hund-
red pounds on the day I am married, and
I have no notion of leading apes in Hell
T’ll affure you. We allow the word her
Ladyfhip chofe to ufe on this occafion,
does not come gracefully from the lips of

a female, and is particularly difcordent,
when
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when uttered by females of fathion, but as
we never fhew a fault that will admit of an,
excufe, without attempting to excufe it,
we muft fay in defence of Lady Selina,
that in-the hurry and buftle of her educa-
tion, fome trivial things were forgot, fo
that her knowledge being entirely confined
to this charming world, fhe really did not
underftand there was more meaning in that

particular word, than in any othcr mono-
fyHabIc

Notwithftanding the feverity of our re-
mark, Madame Villeroy faw nothing repre-
henfible, either in the promife itfelf, or the
obfervation that followed it; on the con-
traty, being charmed with the fout enfemble,
the laughed very heartily at the bandinage,
and affured her Ladyfhip, with that fort of
faith which felf-intereft has made fo ftrong
and binding, that it will wear and tear with
any modern faith whatever, that fhe only
waited to receive her Ladyfhip’s com-

D3 Jmands,, *
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mands, and would moft puntually obéy
them. ' "

You certainly are the beft creature that
ever was, faid Lady Selina, and you muft
promife me not to fpeak a word about
George, and this flirting Mifs, to any body
living; you and I will keep the fecret
fhug to ourfelves, for if my father fhould
" get hold of it, he will roar like a lion, and
frighten every foul from the houfe; be-
fides, he would be fo difagreeably fufpicious,
it is ten to one but he might want to keep
me at home, to prevent further mifchief
to his family, a fine bufinefs that would be;
I don’t know but it would provoke me to
elope, and fly to Gretna-Green, for the
benefit of liberty and frefh air: then as to
 Lady Margaret, I would not have her
know it for ten thoufand worlds, for fhe is
fo fpitith, fo fpleenith, and fo crofs, and
fince her plebian marriage, thinks me fo

much better off than herfelf, that the hates’
' me
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me worfe than any thing in nature, except
her hufband, and knowing how much it
would vex me, fhe would never let the
Duke alone, ’till tfhe had brought him to
curtail me of my innocent pleafures, which
I am refolved never to part with, ’till I am
as old as the Hills, and as ugly asa witch.

Ah, my fweet child, replied Madame
Villeroy, pity you fhould ever be the firft,
but impoffible you can be the laft; no, no,.
your Ladyfhip is more likely to refemble
.my country woman, for whom the men
were all mad, after the was ninety years of
age; and I pray to all the faints you may

live as long, and charm as long as fhe
did.

Be it fo, my dear obliging Madame
Villeroy, but in the mean time, what fhall
we do with George’s affair, his marriage
with that trumpery girl muft be prevent-

D4 ed
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ed, but then I would have it done as quiedy
as poffible. Suppofe we were to provide
her with a hufband from the caniille; no,
- that wont do, as the wretch we employ
may betray us. I have read of one woman
ftealing away another, and hiding her in
an old tatter'd down caftle; but then;
where is fuch a caftle to be found; or fup-
pofe we write her a letter, and fign it her
friend, Anonymous, juit to frighten her
with the Duke’s refentment, and to inform
her that George is already married.

Madame Villeroy declared the had ne
objeftion whatever to anonymous’ letters,
on the contrary, they might be made very
ufeful on particular occafions, and fhe had
herfelf condefcended more than once, to
the office of writing them.

Have you indeed! cry’d Lady Selina ?
my ftars !} what a charming creature; but
my
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~ my dear Madame Villeroy, have you writ:
- ten any of them very lately ?

Not fince your fifter has been married..

Lord! how agreeably you furprife me {.
you can’t think how you oblige me, and- -
how much better I love you for telling me
every thing; fo you ufed to write anony~
mous letters for Margaret 2

I did not fay fo, my Lady.

That’s true, but you faid cnough to
make me diftracted ;. I fhall die if you do-
not tell me what they ‘were: about, for I’
know it could be for nobody elfe; hat
Madame Villeroy, pray, pray think me-
worthy of your confidence? come, you:
muft tell me, indeed, indeed you muft..

There is no refifting your amiable im--
portunities; but Lady Margaret would:
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-

ruin me, if fhe knew I had mentioned the
little bagatelle to you,

How can fhe know it? for I fwear to
you I will never tell her, was it to men or
women you wrote £

Sometimes one, fometimes the other, -
for I fee your Ladyfhip will let me keep
nothing to myfelf ; when any of her friends
were going to be married, and fhe thought
the hufband was either too good or too
bad for her friend, fhe and I together, for
the joke fake, would cook up a letter, to
affure the lady, it was a match of conve-
niency on the gentleman’s part, and that
the writer had himfelf heard Lord fuch a
one, or Mr. fuch a one (according to the
diftin&tion of the perfon concerned) turn
into ridicule the ceremony of marriage,
and not only that, but even her Ladyfhip,
or Mifs fuch a one, to whom he had the

£

¥ honor
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honor of communicating this friendly in-
telligence, had been ridiculed by the fame
party on more occafions than one.

Delightful ! exclaimed her tranfported
Ladyfhip, dear Madame Villeroy, you muft
write fome of thofe inchanting letters for
me, as well as for my fifter; and now I
am quite fure fomething of this kind,
though not exaétly the fame words, will do
to unfettle the Marquis. Oh! I have got
the charmingeft thought juft danced into
this little noddle of mine; however, I
wont fay a word about it, ’till you have told
me what other dear anonymous letters you
have written to pleafe Margaret.

~ Your Ladyfhip gives to my motive a
mighty judicial explanation, for I never
encouraged her in this fort of amufement,
except as a reward for her application to
ftudy, and then I had pleafure in pleafing
her.

D6 Well,
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Well, that is all very good, but will you
let me expire with impatience for more of
the letters.

‘Why, let me fee, when Lord Benbridge
was talked of for Mifs Worthington, we
had fome diverfion in letting the lover
~ know, by the penny-poft, that his intend-
ed wife might give him her hand, but that
her heart belonged to another; it was all
a matter of our own invention, merely to
pafs a cheerful hour in laughing at the
thoughts of how his Lordfhip would re-
ceive our intelligence, but we never found
that out, as the match broke off a few days
afterf but 1t is now time, faid this com-
plaifant governefs, this rewarder of ftudy,
for your Ladythip to get up ; in ten minutes
the mantua-maker will be here with your °
cloaths for the birth-day, and if you are
not ready to try them on, there is no hopes
that fhe will wait.

My
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My ftars, cry’d Lady Selina, fetting up
in the bed, pray ring for my woman, I
would not be difappointed of my beautiful
trimming for the univerfe. '

CHAP,
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CHA P. XXXIV.

O OR Mademoifelle Scuderie re-
turned to Redberry, after ftaying in
town twelve days, the victim of difap-
pointment, and the prey of ennui. She-
had left her fecret behind her, and had
brought back nothing in exchange, but
liberal promifes of future communication,
if ever Madame Villeroy fhould find out
any thing to the purpofe, and more affu-
rances of fecrefy and fidelity than would
have ferved a villain at his firft introduc-
‘tion to a fociety of confpirators. Made-
moifelle
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moifelle was neither flattered by, or fatis-
fied with them, being too deeply verfed im
the fort of art, by which fhe had herfelf
been deceived, to give them much credit:
‘but the deed was done, therefore all that
fhe could do to help herfelf, was to keep
her young charge in profound ignorance
of the mifchief fhe had made in her wrong
headed journey to London, who forced to
be content with her friends ill fuccefs, con-
foled her difappointed expectations by the
enjoyment of prefent pleafures, and dreams
of future grandeur; the former was nearly
confined to the paying and receiving vifits
in her little neighbourhood, whilit to the
latter, her bufy imagination fat no bounds ;
fhe had alfo fhewn herfelf twice at a race
ball, during the firft eighteen months of
Lord Greendale’s tour to the continent,
and had raifed no fmall flame in the hearts
of almoft as many men as dared to exa-
mine the beauties of a face, which could
not be gazed at with impunity, Severak
bad
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had applied for her favor, and for permif~
fion to addrefs her father on the fubjeé,
but all were rejected; nor did the lofs of
their adoration in the leaft manner affeét
her with any thing like regret, except on
ene occafion.

Amongft her other admirers, was the
* Honorable Mr. Afhford, the eldeft fon of
Lord Danzey, whofe perfon was remark-
ably handfome, his heart good, his man-
ners pleafing, and he pofleffed a very con~
fiderable fortune, independent of his father ;
his attachment to Ann, like that of Lord
Greendale, had commenced at firft fight,.
in the ardency of his paffion, and his ftea-
dinefs to perfevere in.the honorable grati-
fication of it ; he alfo very much refem-
bled the.Marquis, fo that when fhe affured
him, there was no hope of his fucceeding,
fhe faw him at her feet fo truly wretched,
and fo intereftingly pathetic, that the join-
ed her tears with his, and for a moment
paufed between her promife to the Mar-
' ’ " quisy.
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quis, and the more tender inclinations the
felt for his rival ; an appearance fo much
in favor of the latter, aggravated her dif-
trefs by increafing his importunities, and
the only expedient fhe could think of to
end his hppes and her own' embarrafs was
candidly to tell him fhe had, without her
father’s knowledge, formed an engage-
ment, which though fhe meant not to
fulfil unauthorifed by him, fhe would never
retraé from ; he intreated fhe would not
with-hold the name and fituation of him,
that fo cruelly impeded his felicity, but
this the refufed to do fo pofitively, that he
was forced to take what fhe. infifted fhould
~ be his eterpal adiey, with no other gratifi-
cation than reading in her tearful eye that
he was not at leaft an obje&t of her hatred.

Mr. Afhford’s appearance in the neigh-
‘bourhood of Redberry, had been merely
accidental; his chief refidence was in towns
- and he had not only the honor of being on

Lady
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Lady Selina’s lift of acquaintance, but alfo
on that of her favorite’s ; the firft time the
had ever met with him, was at the ball,
from which her Ladyfhip returned juft as
Madame Villeroy and Mademoifelle Scu-
derie had feparated after a trial of fkill,
in which, as we have already related, the
latter was defeated; now although this
famous conteft happened eight months
before that period to which we have now
brought down our hiftory, and notwith-
ftanding Lady Selina Dangle was then fo
warm upon finding out ways and means
to unfettle the Marquis, yet the had found
fo much to do in conducting her own plans
of conqueft, that whenever Madame Vil-
leroy fpoke to her of the neceflity there
was to finith her brother’s bufinefs, and
what-fhe hoped would be equally fatal to
the unoffending father, as to the afpiring
daughter, her Ladythip always affured her
there was no occafion to be in a hurry,
for that George was not fuch a fool to

marryy
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marry, except to ferve his family, and that
he might do at any time by taking the
ftupid animal they had provided for him;
fhe did not for her part believe he would
come home thefe feven years, asall the
Italian ladies were wild to attract his notice,
and as to the parfon’s vulgar daughter
going over to him, that was quite out of
the quefticn ; another argument the would
fometimes add, and declare that as he was -
to marry for the benefit of his family, fhe
thought he had a right afterwards to pleafe
himfelf, and if he had fat his heart on a
bit of the church, it would be monftrous
cruel to frighen the poor little tame dam-
fel from being ready to receive the honor
of his vifits, when they could do no harm
to himfelf, his anceftors, or his defcend-
ants. :

Such liberal opinions we do not hold
up to our fair readers for their example,
we think it is fafer to avoid them, however
KRS wide,,
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wide, by fo doing, they may fteer frome
the coaft of fafhion.

" The firft time Lady Selina faw Mr.
Afhford after he had made a furrender of
his heart to the all-captivating Ann, her
Ladyfhip perceived a great alteration in
his face, and a ftill greater in his fpirits,
the one was pale and much thinner than
ufual, the other confiderably below par; .
fhe firft jefted, then condoled him, was
fure he was either mad, fick or in love,
begged his pardor{ the next moment, was.
convinced he muft be very ferioufly ill,
and withed him to confult his phyfician;
fhe wanted to know where he had beeny
‘who he had feen, and what could have
happened to caufe fuch a deplorable al-
teration in his looks and humour, in the
fhort three weeks he had been abfent from:
the circles fhe frequented; many leading:
queftions were fent out to gain intelligence,
but being always unfuccefsful on their

ergand,
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errand, fhe at length found the means to
fatisfy her curiofity, not by any new dif-
covery, but the very old method of em-
ploying her woman to get it out of his
fervant, with whom Mrs. Abigail was
particularly well acquainted, having often
been Mr. Jerry’s partner at their affemblies
of high life below ftairs,

Being once affured that the influence of
Mifs Pladlow’s charms had extended even
beyond the heart of that infaruated fool
her brother, as on the prefent occafion fhe
emphatically called him, but that the had
alfo dared to engrofs one of the fineft
young men about town, who was not her
brother ; that fhe had enthralled him, fet-
tered him, and altogether fo totally fpoil’d
him, that it would not now be worth the
while evenof a fecond rate beauty, or a
difappointed coquetto fet her cap at him.
At all thofe hcavy charges, her Lady-

thip’s



70 BELBOROUGH FAMILY.

thip’s anger againft the beautiful offender
rofe with fo great violence, that in the firft
emotions of her rage fhe would have dif-
covered the Marquis’s whole affair to the
Duke, had fhe not again confidered, that
after having fat the houfe in a blaze, the
wings of her own freedom might be fcorch-
ed, and perhaps her deareft pleafures, pc-
rith in the flame. ’

It was now that the was no longer in-
‘attentive to the conftant pleadings of
Madame Villeroy, to perpetrate -the mif-
chief that had been eight months in train-
ing, and the copies of two letters were
inftantly produced by the fertile brain- of
Lady Selina, both exquilite in their kind,
which when tran{cribed by her ready affift<
ant, were immediately difpatched, one to
Italy, the other to Redberry; the firft
anonymous, to inform the Marquis as in

friendfhip to Dr. Pladlow, that his daughter
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was ufing all forts of arts to feduce every
young man of fathion that chance threw
in her way, and that her charaéter was fo
ligic it would be all blown to tatters, i’
he did not take her up in time, and order
her into immediate confinement, where
it was the writer’s opinion fhe ought to be
fed on bread and water, that being afraid
fuch intelligence abruptly conveyed to the
worthy Doctor mighttoo fenfibly affli¢t him.
A female friend who was advanced in
years, and lived in the neighbourhood of
Redberry, had taken this method, in hopes
his Lordfhip would fo far intereft himfelf
in the good gentleman’s - misfortunes, as
to foften the account of them, as much as
circumftances would permit,

The other letter her ladyfhip alfo indited,
and Madame Villeroy was requefted to
give it the beft flourith the could of a
mafculine pen, which that Lady was very

6 : proud
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proud to obey, being both charmed and
flatted with the talents of her young pupil,
whom fhe regarded as a looking glafs, in
which all her own ingenuity was advan-
tageoufly reflected.

What were the contents of this letter,
and what ftrange effets they produced,
our readers may know if they will take
the trouble to follow us to Redberry.

Mifs Pladlow and Mademoifelle, Scude-
rie, were, as ufual, building caftles in the
air, the moft uncertain and unprofitable
bufinefs in the world, becaufe it fo feldom
happens, that the builder inhabits his own
edifice.

The feafon was March, the weather
boifterous, and the evening far advanced,
when a fervant who had been fent to the
poft town, réturned with two letters, one

foreign, the other ftamped with the Lon-
3 : don
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don poft mark. Having firft opened that
which fhe knew to be from her father,
and which, like all his other epiftles, was
fhort and fweet, the next looked at the
feal and direétions of that which lay before
her on the table, having given the Doc-
tor’s letter to Mademoifelle for her in-
fpedtion.

Well! cry’d Ann, was ever any thing
fo odd, this is certainly a coronet feal, but
fo clumfily prefs’d, that it is almoft de-
faced, and the letter is free tco, but the
name is fo badly written, that I cannot
make it out.

Openit then, faid her friend, but ftop a
moment, and let me look before you
break the wax; fhe examined it carefully,
and though her broad cheeks were as red
before as rouge could make .them, when
fhe faw enough of the arms and coronet
to know they belonged to the houfe of

vOL. III, . E Angrave,
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Angrave, and perceived it.to be really his
Grace’s name on the back of the letter,
at.that moment the very paleft {pots on her
‘countenance were thofe which the daubing
hand of art had laid on; fo much higheristhe
colouring of nature, than that of art, when
guilt holds the pencil; fhe immediately
thought her confident, Madame Villeroy,
" muft have betrayed her, and forefaw the de-
ftrution of all her hopes, in the ruin of Mifs
Pladlow’s profpe&s ; but in the midft of her
internal and external confufion, fhe was.too
<unning to blow herown ceal; fhe concealed
her palpitations with all poffible addrefs,
gave back the letter to Ann, and declared
fhe could not conceive who it came from.
We need not here obferve, that though the
Duke of Angrave’s name and feal had been
ufed on the occafion, he had ho fhare in
the merit of compofition, the whele of it
belonged to Lady Selina and Madame
“Villeroy, who had taken the liberty to bor-
row both the one and the other, without
' ' - his
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his Grace’s permiffion or knowledge.
Thefe were the contents, and being the
invention of an exafperated beauty, we
may venture to pronounce, that the want
of energy is not to be numbered amongft
any other critical deficiences, to which fuch
fort of productions are fometimes liable,

LETTER. -

Audacious wretch ! would nothing fatif-
fy thy diabolical ambition, but to connect
thy obfcurity with the honors of my prince-
ly houfe; fhall the daughter of a preach-
ing puppy of a parfon lift up her daring
eyes to the Duke of Angrave’s heir, as a
hufband fit to couple with her meannefs;
know, infamous creature, he would have
fufficiently degraded himfelf, had he given
thee the title of his miftrefs, and I" would
have fpurned him with my foot, for having
derogated from the dignity of his anceftors,
by a choice fo fpiritlefs; know you not,

. E 2 woman,
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woman, the miftrefs of Lord Greendale

thould be the wife or daughter of a peer.

Now hear thy fate, and tremble; I com-

mand thee in three days to depart from

Redberry, and to hide thy infamous head
where it fhall never be feen to difgrace my

family; go to the mountains in Wales,
and may they cover thee eternally; dare .
to difobey the leaft of my commands at
thy peril ! take only the vile Scuderie for
thy companion ; neither direétly or indi-
reily dare to tell where that abode lies,
to which I banith thee for thy audacity ;
the moment thy father is informed of my
yuft refentment, I will crufh him to atoms,
and bring thee to public execution, for
pratifing the fins of witchcraft. My mef-
fengers fhall be at Redberry in three days,
cither to fee that my orders have been
obeyed, or to drag thee to the awful pre-
fence of the enraged |

ANGRAVE,

¢ .o The
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"The confequence of this thundering
mandate, after poor Ann was relieved from
a fainting fit, into which it had thrown her

and when fhe had recovered her fpeech,
~ that was for a long time obftru&ted by
heart rending fobs, and rivers of briny
tears, was a fudden but fixed refolution to-
~ leave Redberry the next morning at day
break, as privately as poffible ; to purfue
her route for Liverpool, and from thence
embark for the neareft port to her father’s
refidence, which was thien in Rome, to
throw herfelf at his feet, confefs her errors,
claim his protection, renounce Lord Green-
dale, and ever after to be good and duti-
ful. Nor did Mademoifelle oppofe any
of her intentions, being ftill more afraid,
even than her fair friend, to ftay where fhe
was, and flattering her concealed hopes,
for fhe no longer dared to communicate
them, that the Marquis would certainly
marry Mifs Pladlow, when he fhould be
told what fhe had fuffered on his account.

E 3 They
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They paffed that night in making pre-
parations for their journey and voyage;
but as we do not mean to attend them on
either, we fhall fet them down at the clofe
of their dangers and fatigues by fea and by
land, one fhort ftreet only from that in
which Lord Greendale’s houfe was fituated.
Mifs Pladlow underftood a little of Ita-
lian, but Mademoifelle fpoke it with tole-
‘rable fluéncy, having pafled fome years, in
the beginning of her eventful life, in his
Holinefs’s dominions.

Ann had never once varied from thofe
good refolutions fhe had carried with her
from Redberry, and alighted at a public
hotel with no6 other view than to réfrefh
herfelf, that fhe might have ftrength to
meet her father, and to concert on the
. leaft alarming method, by which fhe might -
dcquaint him of her arrival, "

Amongft
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'Amongft the crowd curiofity had col-
lected together, to fee the ladies get out of
their carriage, fortune had fo contrived it,
that Jenkings fhould be almoft one of the
neareft to them ; he had been fent with a
meflage from the Marquis to a friend of
his, who lodged at the hotel, which he had
juflt delivered, and was returning through
the court when the carriage drove up.
Mademoifelle alighted firft; her figure fo
ill rewarded the trouble he had taken, that
he was actually turning away, when he acci-
dentally caught a glimpfe of Mifs Plad-
low’s fide face, as one of the attendants
was lifting her out in his arms, being fo
overcome with fatigue and terror, that fhe
could not walk to the houfe; tranfient as
the view was, and the improbability that
fhe fhould be in that place, the appearance
ftaggered him extremely, he thought it
impoffible it thould be her, but the Lady
he had feen, fo ftrongly reminded him of
her lovely face, that he went back into the

E 4 houfe,



$o DELBOROUGH FAMILY, .

houfe; puzzled, anxious and uneafy;  he
afked a thoufand queftions, but could gee
no fatisfactory anfwer; all that the people
at the hctel knew themfelves they very
- readily told him ; but this all amounted to

nothing more than that both the ladies
“wete foreigners, but they did not know

from what country; that one of them was

very young and beautiful ; that fhe wept
much, had not fpoken a word, but in fo
_ low a whifper to her companion, that they
had not even heard the found -of her voice.
He intreated to fee the baggage that had
been taken off the carriage; he examined
every part of it; he looked round and
round, but could fee nothing like a direc-
tion on any part of it. :

Whilft thus employed with the trunks,
bundles and boxes that had been put down
juft outfide the room in which the ladies
‘were fitting, a waiter paffed by him, carry-

ing refrethments to them; he followed
him
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- him to the door, and in the fame moment
it was open, he had fo good a view of
- Mifs Pladlow’s face and figure, as at once
to convince him, that it could be no other
than the beloved objeét of his Lords
affection,

Confufed with the multitude of his owns
ideas, at the wonderful difcovery he had
made, he rather flew than ran back with
his intelligence to the Marquis, who was
. waiting for his return, that he might drefs
“to fulfil an evening engagement. Jen-
kings thrown off his guard by the fudden~
-nefs of the fcene that had pafied at the
_hotel, broke it with fo much abruptnefs
to his Lord,- who happened to be alone,

that the effeés it had on his Lordﬂnp,
were really of an alarming nature, he turn-
ed pale, ftaggered, andfcll back on a chair,,
which he had juft rifen from, almoft with~
out fenfe or motion. No bemg could
have a ftronger claim to compaffion, tham

Es the
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the faithful creature, whofe precipitation had
reduced him to this condition; he threw
himfelf on his knees before him, he clafp’d
the Marquis’s hands in his own, eagerly
called upon him for parden, begging for
the love of God he would fpeak to_him,
that he might not have to refle, it was
he who had been the murderer of his Lord,
his friend, his benefactor.

No, Jenkings, cry’d the Marquis, who
was recovering from the violence of a
fhock ‘he had not been able to withftand.
No, no, no, it is not you that have kxllcd
me, but if Mifs Pladlow has given her
‘kand to another, and has followed her huf-
-band hither, it is fhe that has deftroyed

; this muft be the fatal caufe of her

_ dppcamncc at Rome; to come under any

'other prote&tion, would be fill more

thocking to my feelings, and deftructive
to my peace.

Jdo



DELBOROUGH PAMILY. 83

I do not think, my dear Lord, replied
the now comforted Jenkings, that Mif§
Pladlow is under any man’s protettion, no.
man was with her, upon my honor, not
even a male attendant,

Then I will foon know the occafion of-
ker arrival, and fhatching up his hat, he
bounced off like a rocket, followed at a
refpe&ful diftance by the humble friend
of his misfortunes ; and here it will not be-
«unfeafonsble to ebferve that the anonymous
and joint productions of his fifter Lady:
Selina Dangle, and Madame Villeroy,,
had reached him exactly five days prior
to that on which the penitent Ann made
‘her entre into the capital of his magnificent
Holinefs, and though ‘he had curfed the
officious intermedler, and treated the letter:
itfelf as all people of common fenfe thould:
treat fuch fort of incendiary eompofitions
with fovereign: contempr,, ftamped it be-
neath his feet, and afterwards flung it into:
Eé6 the:
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the flames, yet when he was told the be-
loved fubjec of that letter was actually in
Rome, and that the was come without the
command or knowledge of her father, he
had ten thoufand ideas floating on his dif-
turbed imagination, any one of which was
~fufficiently baneful to blaft the faireft
bloffom of his diftant hopes.

Jenkings conduéted his Lord to the
door of the room where he had left the
ladies, and retired; the Marquis opened
it fo gently that the noife did not difturb
them, he faw his Divinity, his limbs trem-
bled, his breath almoft forfook him, and
his feet feemed rooted to the floor; to him
" the moment was critical, it was the moft
awful he had ever experienced ; had the
cternal fentence which was to. pronounce
him happy or. miferable depended on that

moment, his terrors were adequatc to the:
occalion. '
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- Mademoifelle had fallen afleep in her
* chair, and was enjoying that fort of canine
repofe, to the folace of which the fons
and daughters of fenfibility muft ever
remain ftrangers, whilft forrow is the at-
tendant on their couch ; but neither fosrow,
-remorfe, or difappointments, could pene-
trate the heart, or break the flumbers of
this froring french woman, or awaken her
to a participation of thofe fufferings. poor
-Annwould probably never have experi-
enced, but for her own arts and her own
treachery; her eyes were clofed to the
diftreffes of her vi¢tim, and her ears to
the voice of the lovely complainer, whofe
fobs and tears as fhe fat writing to her
father in one comer of the room, with
her face turned from the door, melted
the foul of Lord Greendale to indefcribe~ _
able foftnefs, might have taught compaffion.
‘to the Hyna, but had no effet on the
felf-loving Mademoifelle Scuderie..

We
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We are not expected, it is hoped, to
be very minute in our defcriptions, but
fthould it be otherwife, we will endeavour
to preferve a medium between the withes.
of our readers, and our own inclinations,.
.by telling them in few words that Mifs
Pladlow had en a very becoming travelling
drefs of light blue luteftring, with a hat
-and feathers of exatly the fame colour,
which fhe had either taken off before the
Marquis ftole upon her unperceived, or
what is ftill more likely from its lying on
the ground, was, thatithad good naturedly
fallen off, that the fineft hair in the world:
might be wholly unfettered, and give an
-air of eafe to the dignity of beauty, by

 ftraying in carelefs ringlets over the fhowy®
forehead, the polithed bofom, and the

~ graceful thoulders of the enchanting Ann,.
the tears fell fafter from her eyes than the
words from her pen, fighs and fobs retarded:
the progrefs of her undertaking; at laft,
in a fit of defpair, fhe tore the paper on
which

‘-\.

L] -
5
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which fhe had been writing, and wringing
her hands in agony, cried out, What can
¥ fay! What can I1do! What will become
of me! Cruel Duke! Cruel Lord Green~
dale!

To hear his name announced in accents

fo reproachful, fo plaintive, produced an
mmediate effet. The heartftricken Mar-
quis no longer ftationed as the unobferved
fpettator of her emotions, was now at the
feet of his adored miftrefs, who had fo
little remembrance of his perfon, that fhe
‘gave a faint fcream, and in very bad
. Tralian bid him be gone, having no other
idea but that he muft be an affaffin, who
had been employed by the implacable
Duke of Angrave to take away her life;
ithis was an error under which he did not
fuffer her to remain an inftant, and the
_ explanation threw her into ftill more violent
“mgitation than had arifen from the appre-
henfion of death itfelf, fhe infifted that
: he
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‘he fhould leave her, he was deaf to her
commands, they both became more com-
pofed, he feated himfelf by her, fhe told
him the motives for her leaving Redberry,
the refolution fhe had taken on receipt
of his father’s letter, and intreated his
Lordthip’s influence to obtain pardon of
her dear abufed parent for the paft faults
in her condu&, and to affure him in her
name fhe had renounced them for ever.

-~ The Marquis was difconcerted, not fo
-much at the refolution the had taken to -
defert him, becaufe he well- knew that in
fuch cafes ladies refolutions are not always
immutable ; but he was piqued, grieved, al-
-moftoffended by thelittleintereft the feemed
to take in the afflition with which the was
coolly ftabbing the hopes he hadfo long and
fo affectionately cherifhed, he looked at her,
he examined her face with the eyes of paf-
fionate fondnefs the whole time fhe was
fpeaking ; but alas! no tender glance, no
' friendly

T

Ry
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friendly blufh told him he was beloved,
and that to renounce him for ever, would
coft her a few moments of forrow! the
contents of the letter which had frightened
her from her peaceful home were fo en-
graved on her memory that fhe was able
very faithfully to relate them to the Mar-
quis, which were fo like what his father
would have written on fuch an occafion,
that he had no caufe to fufpect there had
been any deception ufed in regard to its
authenticity ; the original fhe could not
then thew him, having for fecurity locked
itup in her trunk, which would not be
opened till the next day, when the promifed
him he fhould fee it.

- Having liftened to the tale of her mif-
fortunes, as well as to all the could ad-
vance in favor of her prefent determi-
nation, and finding her fo much exhaufted
that fhe could proceed no farther, he took
Advantage of her filence, and thus addreflfed
~ her
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her in a voice that was at once gentle,
foothing, perfuafive, urgent, firm and
determined.

_ That I adore you, my dear Mifs Plad-
low, is not more demonftrated to my
own foul than that you behold me with
indifference, yet it is not you that I ac-
cufe, it is myfelf that I.condemn, I have
occafioned you nothing but mifery, when
I meant, as heaven is my- witnefs, to
fecure your felicity, how then fhould I
expe&t love where my wretched fortune:
has made me appear to merit hatred only,
my fituation has been dreadfully embar-
rafled, engagements have -been formed for
me in which I was never confulted, thefe
engagements my family may ftill think
binding, but Iknow they are redeemable,
I cancel them from this moment, and
to-morrow  fhall fee-'me your hufband,
or ,

.

Stop,
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Stop, ftop, interrupted the affrighted
Ann, I never, never can be the wife of
Lord Greendale, is he not fon to the Duke'
of Angrave; name it .not, you kill me
with terror, reftore me to my father’s love,
give me back to his protection; and—f—-

~ 1dol of my foul, cried the Marquis,
ftopping her in his turn, yes, by heaven I |
will reftore you to your father, he fhall
receive you with all that boundlefs tranf-
port with which your hufband fhall lead
you to him, do net turn'pale, do not trem-
ble, I will not alarm you, but fuffer me
€almly to explain my intentions.

But I cannot, replied fhe, with a peevith
fort of expreffion, I cannot marry the fon
of a man, fo cruel, {o hard-hearted as the
Duke of Angrave.

It would be endlefs to repeat the reft
of this interefting converfation, which
' lafted |
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lafted upwards of two hours, fuffice it to
fay, that at the endof that time, Lord Green-
dale had gained fomething like a victory,
though by no means adequate to his wifhes,.
as it was but too apparent, fhe yielded
to fear what the would not have granted
to his fervent importunities, for whatever
fhe had to dread in her father’s reception
of her, merely as his' daughter, was f{wal-
lowed up in the contemplation that he
would certainly embrace her with joy as
the Marchionefs of Greendale; in this
ftate of mind, half confenting and half

relu@ant to his Lordfhip’s return the next

morning, with a proper officiator to make
them one, the faw him depart, unmoved
by any other agitation than what was pro-
duced by her own timidity, her fears only
extended to her prefent fituation, fhe for-
got the Duke’s threats, in the Marquis’s
promifes of tender and eternal protection,
ber heart too was grateful to the latter,
the did not love him yet, but fhe had

no

-

W
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no doubt that the fhould love him to-
morrow, and then very naturally thought
what would Mr. Afhford fay when he
heard that fhe was actually married.

Soonafter fhe had parted from the Marquis
the awakened Mademoifelle Scuderie, it is
impofiible to defgribe the madnefs of her
exultation'at being told all that had paffed
during her ftate of oblivion, her boifterous
joy had all the appearance of inebriety,
the fell to her old trade of caftle building
with more alacrity than ever, and defied
the rudeft blaft of fortune again to tumble
down her works; whilft Ann, though
neither fo much elated, or fo happy, was
at leaft more contented than fhe had ever
been fince the receipt of the fuppofed letter
from his Grace the Duke of Angrave, _

CHAP.
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C HAP. XXXV.

7HEN the Marquis left Mifs Plad-

low at the Hotel, he went from

thence -in - purfuit - of a clerical gentleman,

the traveling governor of an Englith No.

‘bleman then at Rome, and having found

him he, with many . perfuafions, prevailed

on the reverend divine to give him the
nuptial benediction the next mommg at

the hour of eleven. B

'The name of his intended bride he care-
fully concealed, and the place of her re-

treat ; but it was agrced that the Marquis
"~ fhould

.
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fhould call the following day, and con-~
duct him to it. Before that time arrived,
the divine had' taken it into his ferious
"confideration, ‘that the office he had en-
gaged to perform, might be attended with
many inconveniences to himfelf, and he
thought, by giving Dr. Pladlow a peep
into the bufinefs, he fhould get rid of
all perfonal hazard ; if he proceeded the
edium would fall more on the Do&or than
himfelf; and if any ftep was taken to pre-
vent the marriage by ating cautioufly, he
‘fhould get his neck out of the collar, and
never appear to have forfeited the confi-
dence of Lord Greendale, being one of
thofe accommodating beings, whofe am- '
bition is 0 be equally well with fathers and
fons, who do not happen to be well with
€ach other.

. This prudent man loft no time in feek-
ing out the Doftor, who was thundet-
firuck at the intelligence, which, under the

3 , feal

~~
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feal of fecrely, ftrongly imprefled, he
" communicated to him. The Lady’s country,
family, fortune, endowments, or even in
what houfe fhe refided, was unknown to
“himfelf, of courfe he could give no infor-
mation concerning them ; but, in order to
get at the latter, he putit into the Doc-
‘tor’s head how eafy it would be to have
them dodged, when the Marquis called to
take him to the bride-houfe at eleven the
next morning, and, having fettled it in the
beft manner they could, the prudent man
retired, and left the. good man to difpofe
of himfelf as he thought proper.

© Do&or Pladlow neither took off his
cloaths, -or laid himfelf down the live-long
night; nor did he even reft his weary
limbs on a chair, whilft his feeble legs
could fupport him in traverfing his cham-
ber. A thoufand times he- meafured it in
length, in breadth, and from corner to
corner, as often watched for the approach

of
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of day from his window, nor was his mind
more at reft than his body; the certainty
of his pupil’s, connecting himfelf impru--
dently, would, in any unincumbered fitua-
“tion, have affli¢ted him; but affianced as
he was to Mifs Palmerfton, his total de-
ftruction was, in the opinion of this wjfe
and affetionate mentor, annexed to his
marriage with any other woman. From
Lord - Greendale’s condefcenfion: he had -
nothing to expec, and very little from the
pleas of confcience, duty, or reétitude,
{o congpletely had his Lordfhip fucceeded
in deceiving his family, the warld, and the
Dottor, by locking up the treafures of his
charafter, and leting them fee it only.
with external marks of poverty. The
" only reafonable hope on which he thought
he could build his fuccefs of diffolving fo
frantic a union, would be to take the Lady
by furprife immediately before the cere-
mony was to be performed, and ithe could -
not frighten her from her purpofe by a lefs
VoL, III. ° F threat- -
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threatening expedient to declarc, in the -
prefence of Lord Greendale, that the could
have no pretenfions to the honour of re-
ceiving his hand, for that it was alrcady
the property of another.

i Such were the Door’s intentions when,
the next morning having, unobferved, fol-
lowed the footfteps of the Marquis and his
clerical friend to the Hotel, he entered it
the moment after them. He had faith-
fully promifed to conceal the part this
friend had taken to occafion a feparation,
inftead of promoting a union; for which
reafon he wrote thus on a fcrap of paper,
and fent it by a waiter to Lord Greendale.

NOTE

« Do me the honour to let me fee your
Lordfhip for a moment. I faw you enter
this houfe, and am fortunate. in the difco-
very, as I muft have the honour to confult
you,
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you, without lofs of time, on what I am to
fay to the Duke regarding your Lordfhxp s
remittances.”

As the Doctor expe&ed, fo was the re-
Ply, that his Lordfhip was then very bufy,
but would fee him there, or wait on him
at home, in half an hour; there was no
moment for delay. He advanced to the
door where he had feen the Marquis enter :
He gave a foft tap ; the lock was not fe-
cured on the infide; the prieft had under-
taken to faften it, but fome how or other
negleéted to do fo, being certainly the
moft abfent man in the world when ever
he thought proper. He had been pre-
{ented to the Ladies, and the Marquis was
leading his trembling, terrified bride to the
table, before which he ftood with the book
open before him, whiltt Mademoifelle fup-
ported her on the other fide, flaming in
rouge and rofe-colour’d ribbands, and Jen-
kmgs had dropped on his knees to pray

Fa ~ for
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for his dear Lord’s happinefs, prior to his
taking pofieflion of the double office that
" had been affigned him of clerk and father.

Such was the exa& fituation in which
the whole party were difpofed, when the
Do&or’s humble ‘demand of admittance
reached the. Marquis’s ear, and occafioned
fomething very like confufion of face in
the reverend officiater. The handle of the
lock was gently turned, and but juft cleared
from the door, when a voice was heard on
‘the outfide, not unknown to any of the

~ party, that faid:

¢ One word, my Lord, permit me the
‘honour of one word with you, I befeech

”»

you.

Mifs Pladlow looked transfixed, but
‘neither wept or fainted. Mademoifelle
fecreamed.  Jenkings concealed “himielf
behind a fcreen. The parfon clofed his

bvok,
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book, bowed to the Marquis, and ob-
ferved that it would be proper for him to
" retire till his Lordfhip hould have fent
away the intruder, and recompofed the
Lady, which he accordingly did, without
waiting a formal permifiion from his Lord-
thip, making his exit through an oppofite
door to that where the Dotor was plant-
ed, had it been any man but the father of
his bride, who had occafioned this delay
to the completion of his happinefs, the
enraged Marquis would, probably, have.
kurled him from one extreme of the houfe
to the other ; but here his rage was re-
firained by affection, and his actions ga-
verned by refpect. In the dilemma he
- .was reduced to, by fecing the lock made
no refiftance, when the hand of the Poc-
tor was applied to it, he endeavoured to
force Anri with gentle violence in at the
door through which the Divine had already
glided ; but refifting all his ftrength, and
again finding her voice, which had nearly

F3 , forfaken
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forfaken her, on hearingthat of her father,
fhe called upon him with a loud fcream,
that refembled the cry of infanity, and
fell motionlefs on the floor.

Prefumption is an error ; let us fteer far
from it rather than rifk the imputation
of it, by vainly prefuming to reprefent
the ‘complicated feelings of amazement,
grief, anger, horror, love and compaffion,
that divided the foul, and agonized the
countenance of Dr. Pladlow, when, on
hearing his name fo vehemently pronoun-
ced, he ruthed into the room, faw that it
fwas, indecd; his daughter, or, as it
appeared to him at that moment, the in-
animated clay cold corps of her who once
'was his daughter ! ‘

He gave the Marquis a look that pene-
trated to his foul, that look had a thoufand
tongues, and every tongue was charged
with this fhost expreffion: Is it you thas

' have

-
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have deftroyed my peace? Is it you that
have murdered my daughter ? He directed
~ a commanding frown of banifhment to the
treacherous French woman, that like a
mandate from heaven fent her from his
prefence. He fpoke to neither ; but fee-
ing tears chafing each other down the
cheeks of the poor Marquis, as he ftood
by the fide of the lovely Ann, having
lifted her into a chair, and reclined her
head on his bofom, with one hand pre-
venting her from falling, with the other
holding drops to her nofe. The feverity
of the Doftor’s features relaxed: He
temoved him from his ftation, but nos
unkindly, and even prefled his hand as he
took the fmelling bottle from him, to per-
form at once the tender offices of parent
and nurfe.

A foft figh iffued from the bofom of
Ann ; the tide of life revifited her lips
and cheeks. She opened her eyes, but

F a4 clofed
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clofed thern again in tranfport, on finding
herfelf fondly’ embraced in the arms of
her father. He laid his cheek to her’s,
and foothed her with tendernefs. She
flid through his arms, and kneeled before
him. Her uplifted hands were clafped
together, and fhe exclaimed, I am pitied !
My father pities me !" Will he not pardon
alfo his guilty penitent child ?

- She is not guilty, cried the Marquis,
_ throwing himfelf with an air of diftrattion
by her fide, in the fame humble pofture.
. Upon: my foul, Sir, fhe is not guilty ; itis
P that have deceived you; the whole
crime, if it is a crime to love, isall my
own. Would to heavenfhe diviced it with -
me, then I fhould be comforted. Had
not your prefence forbid my felicity, at
~ this moment fhe would have been my

wife ; ‘fhe fhéuld then have loved me; the
force, the tendernefs, the ardour of my

paflion, fhould have forced her to divide
it
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it ‘'with me. Yes, Sir, continued he, in
rather a refentful accent, I am too well
convinced I owed Mifs Pladlow’s concef-
fion not to my own influence, but to her
fears of your difpleafure; thofe are now
. removed, and I am undone !

It was in vain that the Do¢tor had often
interrupted him to folicit he would rife;
but when his Lord(hip had done fpeaking,
he obliged him to quit his humiliating
ftation. He placed himfelf between the
Marquis and his daughter; his words or
his looks had nothing reproachful in them ;
on the contrary, his whole heart was taken
captive by compaffion ; his eyes fwam in
liquidated tendernefs, and his voice, though "

" firm, was meliorated by fympathy.

The misfortune, faid he, that I always
dreaded, and againft which I have been
always trymg to guard you, my dear chil-
dren, has been permitted to fall upon my

Fgs . head,
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Head, and would have laid it low in earth,
i I had not fortunately direted my fteps:
to this houfe in time, to ftop the proceeding’
of an event fo rafh, {fo inconfiderate, as
muft have ended in all our deftruction ;
but before I proceed further in what I
have yet to fay, will your Lordfhip con-
defcend to tell me by what means you
became acquainted with my daughter ¢ and
I fhall then demand of her what were her
motives for her extraordinary flight from.
Redberry, and ftill more wonderful ap-

pearance in this place ! ‘

Penetrated to meet nothing but mild-
nefs, where they had fo much reafon to
expet the bittereft reproaches, they gave
as diftin& a detail of the whole affair, as
if they had been rendering up their laft
acounts at the Throne of Grace. Nothing
was concealed, and whilft the good marn
felt for the Marquis’s difappointment, he
rejoiced with abundant joy that his heart

5 was



DELBORDUGH FAMILY. 107

‘was uncorrupted, and that it was only a
mifplaced paffion to which he had been
facrificing falfe appearances on account of
his daughter’s feparation from her lover.
He had no fears to combat with, as, before
the converfation was half ended, Ann had
herfelf confirmed, what the Marquis had
before advanced, by very innocently de-
claring, that now fhe was reftored to her .
father’s leve and protection, fhe heartily .
forgave the Duke of Angrave, at the fame
time affuring Lord Greendale, with that
fort of naivette, which, if not remarkable
for fenfibility, was at leaft a proof of her
fincerity ; that when fhe fhould hear he was
married to fome beautiful woman of qua-
lity, who was worthy of his affections, fhe
thould rejoice at his happinefs quite as
much as if the had the honour of being
his fifter. She did not even keep to her-
felf thé interviews that had paffed between
her and Mr. Afhford, or how forry fthe
was to have made him fo unhappy: In
F6 thort,
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fhort, fthe was herfelf the very beft phyfi-
cian the Marquis could have found, for
what he had hitherto fuppofed an incurable
paffion, one of thofe everlafting flames,
which boys and girls are too apt to fup-
pofe, will burn world without end.

‘Dr. Pladlow, who, on this occafion,
thought his Ann talked like an angel,,
watched every turn of the Marquis’s
countenance, where, amidft many and va-
rious changes, he thought he could read
this confeflion: ¢ Thefe fentiments may
mortify me, but I would rather hear them
from the lips of my miftrefs, than have
them f{mothered in the bofom of my
wife.”

Before Do&or Pladlow had beenin the
Hotel half an hour he had ealled up a
waiter, and, without quitting the room,:
had given him fome private orders, which,
it is probable, the Marquis might imagine

was

4
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was to prepare a dinner; but when the
fame man returned at the end of three
hours, and faid all was ready, his Lordfhip
began to fufpect the truth. He ftarted,
turned pale, his eyes filled with tears, and
he cried out, “ My God! you are going
then to leave me.”

My dear Lord, you conjeture right.
I go, indeed, but it fhall be for a thort
time only. Will you have the goodnefs
to meet me in Paris at my return?

I fhall not live-to obey you; why will
you take her from my fight ?

Look at her; learn of her to be re-
figned : It will alfo teach your Lordihip
another leflon. The woman, who is’
formed to make the happinefs of Lord
Greendale, thould be endowed with fenfi-
bility like his, and return his love w1th
equal tendernefs. o

His
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His Lordfhip felt the delicate infinua-
tion this remark conveyed. He coloured
like fcarlet, and, fighing, caft a tender,
but. reproachful, look on Mifs Pladlow,

- who threw her eyes on the ground, afraid
to meet the fcrutiny of his, being corfcious
he would only read in them a confirmation
of her father’s oblique refleion, that her
heart was not fo warmly interefted as his
own.

It is neceffary, continued the Doéor,
. that I fhould fee the Duke of Angrave :
This unlucky affair muft reach him. I
have good reafon to fuppofe it will be
fpread over the city in a very few hours,
and there are many {cribblers in Rome
ready to acquaint his Grace of all the

particulars.

It is true, my daughter’s name will not
be brought into the charge, becaufe there
happened to be no witnefs of our expla-

nation ;



BELBOROUGH FAMILY. 111

nation ; but allow me to obferve, that by

" the letter Ann has received from his

Grace, and which I have not yet feen,
there can be no doubt to whom your father
will affix the guilt of having feduced your
Lordfhip’s affeCtion, and of flackening the
teins of duty ‘and obedience, which, be-
fore your unfortunate acquaintance with
her, you never had refifted. '

Ah! my dear Marquis, do not thefe
confiderations convince your reafon { Do
they not fhew you how abfolute the neceflity
is that forces me to leave you? The dif-
pleafure of a father is no light confidera-
tion. The refentment of your’s muft be
appeafed. Honour me with the commif~
fion to reftore you to the arms of your
family, and to reinftate you in the full
pofieffion of their affetions.

Lord Greendale held out his hand, the
Do&or prefling it between his own, faid,
o This
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This is kind, indeed ! Generous youth, of
what is thy foul compofed, fo warm, and
yet fo rational ? I go then with your con-
fent.

"Alas! you mould me as you pleafe.

My expedition fhall fhew with what
impatience I'wifh to return to you.

You will kill her with fatigue. Igo
with you, except you promife me not to
travel with expedition.

Affure yourfelf, my dear Lord, fhe fhall
not be fubjected to any inconvenience from
which I can guard her. As he faid this,
he turned to embrace the Marquis, but he
was gone.

Do&or Pladlow took Mademoifelle
with them as far as the firft town in France,
where he difmiffed her, not unprovided

. for,
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for, but with a reprimand that made her
tremble under its afperity, followed by a
ftern affurance, that, if ever fhe again
fhewed herfelf in England, the fhould be
given up to the juft vengeance of an of-
fended family, and receive her well earned
fentence of banifhment from the Duke of
Angrave himfelf.

" Having left Ann under the care of a
- female acquaintance in whom he could
confide, and whofe houfe lay in his road
from Dover to London, Dotor Pladlow
proceeded to. the Duke of Angrave, and .
obtained an audience of his Grace, which
has appeared in our hiftory, as mentioned
by Lady Dorothy Petting in her anecdotes
ofthatfamily, communicated to Col. Fairfax
through the fame channel. Our readers
have been alfo informed, that Doc¢tor Plad-
low again fat off to meet the Marquis ;
that his Lordfhip was returned, and had
‘made his peace, by reluctantly confenting
: to
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to fulfil the Duke’s engagement to Mifss
Palmerfton, and the various methods he
had afterwards taken to protrat the cele-
bration of the nuptials.

All thefe matters being fo clearly ex-
“plained, we have only to reveal what paffed
in the Door’s private interviey with the
Duke, which her Ladyfhip, for want of
information, Lady Selina being herfelf un-
acquainted with particulars, was unable to
affift us in; nor are we iuclined to cir-
cumvolution on” the fubje, fo fha]l only
fay, that the Dofor repeated every mi-
nutiz of the tranfa&tion between the Mar-
quis and his daughter from the beginning
to the end of their acquaintance 3 that his
Grace was exafperated at his fon’s con-.
du&, but fo well fatisfied with that of the
Doéor, as to affure him of his eternal
friendfhip and gratitude. He difowned
the letter that had been written to Mifs
Pladlow in his name. He had never, he
added,

-
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added, even heard that the Doftor had a
daughter, and requefted that, for the
Lady’s fake, both the circumftance of the
letter, and her being any ways concerned
in the meditated folly and madnefs of the
Marquis, might be for ever concealed from
all but themfelves ; not even intrufted to
any branch of his Grace’s own family, for
that he was warmly interefted in the pre-
fervation of her fame, on account of the
very great obligations the honourable beha-
viour of her father had laid him under.

Long have we travelled backward in our
memoirs, and being at laft happily arrived
~ to the prefent time, we hope the relation
of Lord Greendale’s juvenile adventures
are not fo voluminous, or ill-conneéted.
with the former part of our hiftory, as ‘to
put every thing out of our readers heads,
which we wifhed them to remember ; but
if this fhould be the cafe, we can put them
in the way to refrefh their memories, at

the
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the fmall coft of a few moments applica-
tion, which, even in this golden age of
female wifdom and female propriety, can-
not be more innocently, or, perhaps, more
advantageoufly, employed, than in turning
to that chapier, which immediately pre-
cedes our little epofode, where they will
fee who and who are together, and where
their recollection will be renewed, by a
fecond reading of the Marquis’s note to
his fifter; and it will alfo remind. them
with how much indifference Lady Selina
refufed her unfortunate brother’s requeft,
- that fhe would return home before the

* hour fhe had appointed, and then, when.

her own appointed hour was come, with
hew much chagrin fhe at laft parted from
the divine Colonel ; having alfo feen: her
. Ladyfhip make a departing congee to.
Lady Dorothy, prefent her hand to Colo-
nel Fairfax, adjourn to the hall, and there,
with an air of vexation, feat herfelf in her
chair, the head let down, and a laft adieu,

fmiled
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fmiled and nodded on the retiring obje
of her prefent admiration, they may, if
they pleafe, by the light of two flambeaux
that preceded her Ladyfhip’s chair, find
their way to Angrave Houfe; and when
arrived there, they may depend on us for
giving them all the intelligence we can
collet of the further retrograde motions
of the Marquis of Greendale.

CHAP.
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CHAP XXXVL

HE firft perfon her Ladythip met

on fteping out of her chair, was the
confidental fervant of her brother, and our
very old acquaintance Jenkings; fhe was
* yet fmarting under the lath of felf retro-
fpection, and had not recovered her good
- humour; fhe afked with hauteur, what
ailed his Lord, that he had ordered her
fervants to Lady Dorothy Petting’s fo
much before their time ? had fhe look’d at
him, his face would have anfwered with
many forrowful expreffions, that. all was
' not
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not well; he had been weeping, and the
lids of his eyes were almoft fwollen to the
fize of eggs; fhe did not wait for a verbal
reply to her queftion, but pafled into the
- anti-room, and was followed by Jenkings,
who feared what he had to fay, would af-
flit her Ladythip, and the natural huma-
nity of his heart made him tremble, whilft
he was informing her that his Lord hav-
ing fent him on a meffage, which detained
him two hours, had, during his abfence,
left the houfe ; that as he was coming down
Piccadilly, a hack chaife driving at a great
rate, paflfed by him, liesgot a fudden view
of the perfon who was in the carriage,
and fhould, he faid, have thought it had
been his Lord, but that he fuppofed it im-
poffible, his Lordfhip being ftill attended
by his phyficians, and not yet having left
kis apartment after the hurt he had re-
-ceived from the going off of the fowling
piece. Hum, cry’d Lady Selina, fpeak-
ing to herfelf, and grmmg fatyrically, I
fhall



- 120 DELBOROUGH FAMILY

fhall never forget that ftory of a gun go-
ing off; fhe then bade Jenkings proceed,
and finith his tale of wonders as faft as he
’.could.

The honeft creature, who now faw there
was -no fear that her Ladyfhip’s feelings
would be much hurt, declared it his opi- -
nion, that the Marquis never intended to
return home again, for befides the note left
for her Ladyfhip, which had been fent to
Lady Dorothy’s, there was another letter
on his table, diretted for his Grace, and
fealed with black wax, which, as the fami-
ly were not in mourning, he wifhed might
not be meant to convey more than per-
haps his Lordfhlp had exprefs’d.

Lady Se]ma, who had taken up a pencﬂ
and was fketchmg out a flower on fome
paper that lay on the table, faid, It may be
fo, and enquired who attended her brother
in this mlghty pretty expedition, and was
' informed
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informed that he had taken no fervant with
~ him, nor any change of cloaths or linen.
Oh! then I fhall foon expet him back,
obferved her Ladyfthip; but pray Mr.
Jenkings, can you tell me what the Duke
fays to all this ?

His Grace, my Lady, replied Jenkings,
was gone out an hour before my Lord dif-
appeared, and has juft fent word, that he
thall fleep to night at Sir Arthur White’s.

That’s lucky enough, faid her Ladythip,
The then ordered him to bring her the let-
ter, the black feal of which had been fo
tremendious to his timid apprehenfions ;
the.truth is, that he feared his Lord in-
tended to commit fome act of violence oh
his own perfon, or why not take him as the
«companion of his flight, who had fo long
been the confident of his difficulties, and
the fharer "of his forrows: why not at
Jeaft acquaint him of his purpofe, if it had

voL, I, G not
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not been a fatal one ; would he have left
- him thus, with a dagger fticking in his
heart? no, faid he, my dear Lord intends
himfelf fome mifchief, or harbours a fuf-
PlClOl’l of my fidelity.

Such had been poor Jenkings’s tortur-
ing reflections, from the moment he was
informed of the Marquis’s departure, to
- that in which he obeyed the orders of Lady
" Selina; and having, with 2 mournful de-
je€ted countenance, delivered the letter
. into her hand, he retired to lament over
his troubles, unobferved and unmolefted. -

The affeftionate fifter of Lord Green-
dale, turned and examined the letter in

~ every diretion, and would have been very
glad of Madame Villeroy’s affiftance, to
have come at the contents, but that ingeni-
ous preceptrefs, as ill fortune would have
it, had retired into the country fome
months before, bcmg threatened with a de-
cline,
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eline, and having, in the ¢ourfe of her re-
covery, tafted the fweets of independence,
the had eftablithed herfelf very comfort-
ably a hundred miles from town; had a
fmart box ina pretty village, a green court
befdre her windows, a fine brafs knocker on-
her door, killed her own mutton, vifited
her neighbours, and defpifed them.

Now though Lady Selina could not, on
the prefent occafion, profit by her perfo-
nal fervices, yet ftill fhe was indebted to
her former inftructions, for the perfe&t eafe
with which fhe opened, and reclofed the
feal on her brother’s letter, fo delicately
nice, that no eye could diftinguith it
had ever fubmitted to the operation.

- Before her Ladythip had got through
half the contents, fhe rang her bell, and
fent orders to her woman to make hafte
and prepare her things to drefs, for that the
thould-be up in a few minutes; theswhim

G2 of
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of drefling and going out was a fudden one,
yet there were a thoufand reafons why;
it was extremely rational that fhe fhould
drefs and thould go out; the houfe was fo
gloomy, it put her in mind of a funeral;
the fervants looked like mute mourners,
and when they anfwered, Yes, my Lady,
or no, my Lady, it founded in her ears
like the ill-omened croaking of fo many
ravens.. : ’

The Dutchefs of Northly was that night
to give a fplendid fupper, where all the
fine men weuld be to a certainty ; fhe had
fent her excufe fix hours before, becaufe a
finer than any of them was almoft ze? & teté
with her at Lady Dorothy Petting’s: the
. caufe no longer exifted, Colonel Fairfax
might be gone to Jericho, for any thing fhe:
knew to the contrary ; or he might be at the
fupper, for fhe could not fuppofe her Grace
had omijtted to invite him ; Lady Marga-~
ret theyknew would be there, fhe could

fend
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fend for her out of the room ; fhe would
ferve as a chaperon, and as to her put off
meffage, fhe would contrive that into a
compliment, that fhould put her Grace in
good humour; in fhort, it was better that
the thould amufe herfelf abroad, than ftay
at home and die of ennuie; and the hour
was perfectly feafonable, it being but forty-
five minutes after twelve, when fhe found
herf¢if at the Dutchefs of Worthly’s door.,

Whilft Lady Selina is got into a corner
of her Grace’s affembly-room, with her
fifter, Lady Margaret Devero, and fif-
teen or fixteen other particular friends,:
where fhe is telling them of the great fur-
prife fhe has been thrown into, occafioned
by her brother’s abrupt removal, and let-
ting fall fome hints, not much to the re-
nown of Mifs Palmerfton’s prowefs, in
making, or in retaining captives, whilft the
is concealing nothing but the circumftance-
of the letter, and her own ingenuity, in

G 3 having
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having foreftalled the Duke, her father, in
the knowledge of its purport; we fhall let.
the cat out of the bag, and faithfully de-
clare that part of the fecret her Ladyfhip
thought proper not to reveal, viz. the
whole contents of the Marquis of Green-
dale’s epiftle to his Grace the Duke of
Angrave.

LETTER.

There is only one path byrwhich 1 can
efcape perdition! true, it leads me from
your Grace, very far from your paternal
roof, but it will alfo lead me from a deteft-
ed union, that my foul abhors. I rencunce
it for ever; I fware in the awful face of
heaven, never to be the hufband of Mifs
Palmerfton ! My father, I have tried with
pains, I have ftruggled with agony, to
bend my ftubborn refractory will to your
comrnands ; it will not on this one facri-
fice learn fubmiffion. I muft be difobe-

dient,
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dient, but the force that compels me to
oppofition, almoft reduces me to phrenfy.
No, my Lord! I love you, I honor you, I
revere you; itis not my duty that fub-
mits, it is my paffions that have conquer-
ed it; on this one accafioncnly they hold
it captive, on every other, it fhall be with-
out reftri¢tion under your own command,
and devoted to the moft critical obedi-
ence. I dare not plead for myfelf, becaufe
I never will retra&t. I never will meet
Mifs Palmerfton at the altar. ILet my
fiters, and your little fons, my dear father !
plead for me s they are not offenders, like
me, let them fite at your Grace’s feet for
their miferable brother; let them kneel
~ and weep ’till they have cozin'd you out
- .of your forgivenefs, and refcued me at
leaft, from your maladi&tion. I believe
my ideas are confufed; I know that my
foul is torn with anguith. My father ! fhe
is married ! the only woman I ever ador-
ed, is the wife of another; the intelligence

‘G 4 thocked ;
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fhocked, it confounded me, but furely it
does not grieve me, it is impefiible it
fheuld grieve me, fhe never returned my
pafiion, and I have forgot to love her;
but fhe has taught me a leffon, from which
I have learnt to be difubedient. I have
drank of the delicious poifon, it has intoxi-
cated my brain, and never will I unite my
fate with one of her fex, ’till I again ex-
perience that dear effufion of exquifite ten-
dernefs, to which I have already. owed the
moft happy, and moft miferable moments
of my exiftence. Judge, then, my Lord,
if ever Mifs Palmerfton can be the wife of
Greendale? Whilft I daringly prefume,
in this fingle inftance, to fet bounds to your
Grace’s authority, in every other my obe-
dience fhall be unlimited. My future con-
dué fhall fubje& you, my dear father, to
no pecuniary inconvenience, I will not
_ give. Mifs Palmerfton, or her mercenary
guardians, a claim on your eftates, by

forming any other engagement, as long as
3 the

"/‘\ .
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the remains fingle, or at leaft, ’till the re-
leafes me from thofe galling fetters, which
I never can fubmit to put on. After
tearing myfelf from your Grace, and
my family, how feeble are the pangs I
fuftain, on bidding adieu to the country,
‘that has enroled me on her catalogue of
wretches. If I vifit her agdin, it muft be
on my own conditions. Shall a flave
breathe the air of freedom, to give him
the keener fenfe of his misfortunes ? never
will I return to chains, more infupportable
than thofe of a felon. Oh! my father,
reftore me to liberty, and receive at your
feet the moft grateful, moft affeGtionate,
and moft devoted of fons, -

GREENDALE.

‘We hope our reader’s remember, that
Lady Selina made her brother a vifit in
his chamber, on the very day of his Lord-
ﬂnp s wnnng this letter, and afterwards

Gs leaving,
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leaving his father’s houfe ; they will alfo
recollett, that fhe left him rather in dif-
pleafure, and went to Lady Margaret
Devero’s, in Portland-Place, where young

- Lady like, having vented a little of her
ill humour, at the expence of her fifter’s -
plebeian hufband, and difpatched a note to
her dear friend, Mifs Palmerfton, fhe re-
decked her face in the fmiles of good hu-
mour, and Hedicated the reft of the day
to Lady Dorothy Petting, La belle PaIﬁon,
and Colonel Fairfax.

‘When Lady Selina quitted the Mar-
quis’s room, he had by no means deter-
mined on what he was to do; but fome-
thing muft be done, and that fpeedily, as
he had a few minutes before received a
vifit from his father, to acquaint him he
was juft fetting out for Sir Arthur White’s,
and that before his return, he thould have
fixed on a day for the completion of the
marriage, bidding him take care that na

more
./.r‘ \ .
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. more premeditated accidents. were called
in to the aid of his difobedient floth, and
cternally rebellious inclinations. HisGrace
did not wait for a reply, but left his fon
not at all difpofed for encouraging medi-
tations on the grace of filial obedience ;
on the contrary, he ruminated deeply on
the pleafures attending that fweet and ten-
der paffion, by which he had once been
facinated, and ran over in his mind the
train of adventures to which it had given
birth. Amongft the whole number, nothing
feemed fo wonderful, fo unaccountable,
as the anonymous letter that he received,
before Mifs Pladlow’s arrival at Rome,
and the forged one which had been fent to'
her, with his father’s fignature.

The appearance of Lady Selina can
hardly be faid to have put an end to his re-
flettions on this fubject, as may be fur-
mifed from the impreflive with that efs

caped him in her prefence, and made her
Gé6 Ladyfhip
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Ladyfhip feel; from the fears of detetion,
what fhe never felt in the ation itfelf; of
ftriking a dagger through the very foul of
his happinefs.

Very foon after Lady Selina had taken
herfelf off, Lord Carlington was announ-
ced; his Lordfhip is one of thofe fort of
young men, who with the beft difpofitions
in the world, mixes fome foibles, and
thofe he takes as much pains to -blazen,
as diligently to hide fuch ations, aswould
place his character above mediocrity.

Ah'! my poor Marquis, cry’d he, as they
exchanged a friendly fhake of the hand,
how comes it that I do not find you en-
larged; is this curfed confinement to laft
you for ever ?

Lord Greendale, who well knew the
heart of his vifitor, and that it concealed
under a guife of lcvny, the ftrongeft pro-

penfities
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penfities to commiferation and fympathy,
could not deny himfelf the gratification,
which, of all others, is the moft alleviating,
that of complaining, he mentioned the in-
~ terview with his father, and his diftrefs at
finding his Grace fo determined to hurry
him into a ftate, for which, at prefent, he
felt invincible abhorrence.

Having heard him to an end, he ob-
ferved, that perhaps his Lordfhip had mif-
taken the fentiment altogether, and that it
was not an invincible abhorrence to the
ftate, but to the Lady. Zounds, man!
continued he, have done with lamentati-
ons; fay but the word, here I am ready
to take her off your hands; look at me,
do you think fhe would refufe a fellow of
my figure, and d—n me if I am off my
bargain, though fhe fhould have fore cyes
and a cloven foot,

The
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The Marquis could not refram from
laughing immoderately at the odd manner
in which he advanced his offers of ferving

<. him, but told him, there was only one way

* by which he could profit by his good in-
tentions, and that was, if he would marry
the lady, and give her fortune to the
Duke. ,

Let his Grace propofe the divifion, re-
turned he, and take which half he pleafes.
I am juft now fo much in love with matri-
mony, that he may make his own terms. )

Yet you have never feen Mifs Palmer-
fton, faid the Marquis.

Nor ever defire to fee her, retorted his
friend, except to fave you from execution,
and that upon my foul I would do at any
€xpence you can name.

Dear
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Dear Carlington, your endeavours to di-
vert my ferious embarrafiment, are kindly
meant, but it is not from your generofity
I can flatter myfelf with the hope of bcmg
redreffed. L

And why not, thou defponding Mar-
quis ? thou doeft not know the extent of
my generofity. I gave away yefterday to
a friend of mine, what would have encrich-
ed me for life, had I kept it to myfelf, and
may I be chief mourner at the funeral of
my creditors hopes, and my own laft gui-
nea, if I ever parted with any thing fo re-
luGtantly, as with this treafure of trea-
fures; and yet my bounty has made
two beings fo exquifitely happy, that I
fware I do not repent it; but now I think
of it, the gift might as well have been be-.
ftowed by your Lordfhip, as by me: how
the devil Greendale, did your heart cfcape,
maine is burnt to a cinder.

The
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The Marquis, who did not comprehend
his méaning, afked an explanation.

Nothing is fo eafy, but you are con-
founded dull, not to have gueffed it long
ago; who could I poffibly mean, but the
beautiful daughter of honeft old Pladlow ;
have you never heard of her George, that
you look fo aftonifhed ; ’tis true upon my
foyl, this divineft of all divine girls, I
- yefterday morning, like a fecond Scipio,
condgfcended to beftow on my friend Ath-
ford; though had I feen her before we
met at the altar, on the giving and taking
fcheme, the refignation of her to another,
might have coft us a tutle ; however, it
is all over, and I am now ready for thy

. accommodation, to turn my thoughts to.
Mifs Palmerfton. -

The viciffitudes our poor Marquis un-
derwent, during the whole of this gay
harangue, are not to be defcribed; but

fortunately
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fortunately they efcaped the obfervation of
Tord Carlington, who rattled away, for
the fpace of another half hour, on the
Jovelinefs of the bride; her tender pre-
ference for the hufband of her choice; the
exquifite tranfports of his friend Afhford,
and the compofed happinefs of Doctor
Pladlow.

When his Lordfhip’s fubje& or vifit
would have been exhaufted, we cannot
afcertain, becaufe the Marquis, who had
by this time fixed his plan of proceeding,
put an end to both, by feeming to recol-
let a fomething that had before flipped
his memory, the fignal of taking out his
watch, was followed mechanically by his
vifitor, who ftarting up, declared he was
ten minutes behind his time, for efcorting
Lady Charlotte Ogle to Shakefpear’s Gal-
- lery: this, faid he, is another proof of
~my willingnefs to ferve my friends. Mar-

fham.
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fham would not attend her himfelf, and
has put his burden on my fhoulders.

The inftant Lord Greendale fourd him-
felf alone, he called for Jenkings, and or-
dered him away on a made-up nieffage,
which he was to carry fo far out of town,
that before he could return back again,
the whole of his Lord’s defign would be
accomplithed ; why, on this occafion he
was not permitted to participate in its exe-
cution, can only be accounted for by a
certain reftleflnefs, very like fufpicion, that
infefted his- Lordthip’s mind, from the firft
moment he found out that his paffion for
Mifs Pladlow had been difcovered. He
did not abfolutely accufe Jenkings of be-
traying his confidence ; he almoft believed
his afleverations of innocence; but the
fecret fo dear to him, had taken air, fome-
body muft have difclofed it; he fufpeted
Mifs Pladlow, Mademoifelle, Jenkings,
and almoft himfelf, for he continually made

his
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his words pafs before him in review, to
examine if it was not poffible that fome
expreflion of his own .might inadvertently
have efcaped his moft guarded caution,
and given rife to his misfortunes; but
after all, being unable to condemn him-
felf, or acquit any other perfon, he refol- -
ved to have no confident in his meditated
flight, that his {fecret might not again be ex-
plored, and the place of his retirement
invaded by the folicitations of his family.

He withed Lady Selina to be at home,
when the Duke returned from Sir Arthur
White’s, which he expected would be early
jn the evening, and that fhe might deliver
the letter he had left behind him, to his
Grace, very naturally concluding, he thould
in her find a warm advocate, and his father
an affeGtionate comforter. 'With this idea,
he ordered the porter to fend her Lady-
fhip’s fervants to Grofvenor-Square, fo
much before the time fhe had ordered
- " them,



\

140 DELBOROUGH FAMILY.

them, together with the ‘hote, which he
alfo left to the care of this terreftrial cerbe-
" rus. . How weil Lady Selina acquitted
herfelf of the tender offices configned to
" her by her amiable unfortunate brother,
has already been partly explained, and may
be more fully exemplified in the progrefs
. of our hiftory. '

CHAP.
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CHAP. XXXVII

ITFORT Abbey, the feat where

Sir Arthur White and his family
refided, was fituated in Kent, but not in
the moft pleafant part of that extenfive
county, yet the Duke of Angrave has
been heard to declare that he gave it the
preference to any other fine place in the
kingdom; he would allow that water,
wood, and fwelling ground, might have
given it fome fmall advantages, bur then.
the air was fo falubrious, the drives for
fafe, the walks fo level, that on the whole
his tafte was fufficiently gratified; we do.
not
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not.pronounce,his Grace an amateur, but
we may venture to fay he really would
have preferred the domains round Mit-
fort Abbey unornamented by ftately plant-
ations, navigable cuts, ferpentine rivers
or majeftic mountains, to Mount Sion or
even Paradife, unlefs the inheritance of
them had been afcertained to his own
defcendants ; thatis to fay, except Mifs
Palmerfton had been Lady of the manor.
Now at Mitfort Abbey, his Grace could
be in his faddle, or whirl in his travelling
carriage from fun rifing to fun fetting, and
. at the end thereof only find himfelf in .
the midway of that part of the Palmerfton
eftate by which the dwelling was fur-
rounded, On the death of the late poffefi~
ors, who left their orphan daughter to the
" care of Sir Arthur and Lady White, for
they both died of a malignant fore throat
within a few hours of each other; there
was a claufe in the father’s will by which
the Baronet was intitled to a legacy of
' twenty,
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gwenty thoufand pounds, and a thoufand
pounds a year for the board of the young
heirefs, provided that till fhe came of
age, which was named for twenty-three,
Sir Arthur and Lady White fhould remove
to Mitfort Abbey, and there refide during
the minority of their daughter, or till her

marriage, when the engagement was finally
to ceafe.

At the time this event happered the
‘Baronet’s fortune was fuch as made the
conditions highly acceptable; fcantinefs
‘of wealth had been his misfortune but not
his fault, as there was no method in the
catalogue of ways and means by which he
had not tried to encreafe it: from eighteen
to thirty-five he had been making himfelf
ufeful, and if we may be allowed the ex-
preflion creeping into the fide pocket of
‘every man in power, to whom he could
get himfelf or his talents recommended,
but both had been unrewarded, if not en-

tirely
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tirély neglected, till chance threw him ia
the way of Mr. Palmerfton, to whom on
a certain occafion, where great abilities
were neceflary, he made himfelf fo very
ferviceable, that he not only gratified his -
avarice but his ambition, by procuring
him a title ; and what were his fentiments
of him to the lateft time of his life, is
beft teftified by the truft repofed in him,
and the largnefs of his bequeft.

Lady White having little capacity of her
own, fuppofed her hufband had much more
than was really his due, the art of accommo- -
dation excepted, The honored him accord-
ingly,and was rather troublefome in her fre-
quent appeals to his judgment for the moft
trivial of her words and aétions, which at all |
times confifted of the moft trivial com-
pofition, the whole ftock of her accom-
plithments being confined to a tolerable
~ knowledge in carving, an intolerable fhare
of exaltnefs in the adornments of her
perfon, fome civility, much formality,

’ 3 : many
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many courtefys, and fuperabundant apo-
logies for all poffible occafions. From the
hour Mifs Palmerfton was committed to
her care, fhe thought it her duty to form
the manners of her ward after her own
model, and her Ladyfhip’s application was
fo fuccefsful, that, even when but three
years old, fhe had the pleafure to fee her
infant charge the very epitome of herfelf,
another little Lady White in miniature.

When Sir Arthur and the other guar-
dian, Mr. Anthony Pearce, figned the
contract of their ward’s marriage with the
Duke of Angrave’s fon, a view to theit
own interelt had not been intirely neglec-
ted; we do not fay it was a bargain and
fale bufinefs, but his Grace was ever after
fpoken of by thefe two gentlemen as
poflefling a character ftrongly marked by
occafional traits of generofity and libe= .
rality. From the time Mifs Palmerfton
was made acquainted with the engagement

VO&. IIL, H ‘ 'they‘ :
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they had formed for her, and the many
“advantages of fo great an alliance fervently
reprefented, fhe began to turn her eyes
towards the Marquis with that fort of
preference which is intirely abftracted from
fenfibility, but may be arranged under the
“article of prudence; to call it ambition
would be a mifapplication ; that is a fen-
timent which will never thrive in the cold
‘regions of a foul ‘like Lady White’s, and
what fhe was unacquainted with herfelf,
the could not be expeéted to teach her
ward. If nature ever made one ftruggle
for the maftery of her own paffions in the
icy bofom of her young hand-maiden, it
was on the Marquis’s conftrained vifit of
leave before his departure for the Conti-
nent; but the fpark-of animation was fo
languid, that it did not furvive his pre-
fence, and was never again rekindled.

The reports of his condu&, whilit -
abroad, were not admitted within the
' walls
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walls of Mitfort Abbey, where his name
was always pronounced with refpect, and
followed up. by the moft flattering enco-
miums on the dignity of his charaéter ;
but this was a needlefs refinement, for
had fhe heard all the evil that he wifhed
her to hear, fhe would have met it with
the fame indifference the had done many
perfonal flights from his Lordthip. The
Marquis, the would have faid, muft be my
. hufband ; it is my duty to think well of ~
him, and then, like patience on a monu-
ment, {he would have done exaétly what
fhe now did, have compofedly fat down
to attend his pleafure, when ever it fhould
fuit his convenience to ratify their union,

The day on which the Marquis with-
drew himfelf was marked for being par-
ticularly unfortunate to his Grace of
‘Angrave, as on that day he had prefented
to his elected daughter a bridal prefent of -
jewels, which, befides thofe worn by his

Hz2 late



148 DELBOROUGH FAMILY.

late Duchefs, had, by additions made to
them, coftthe enormous fum of fix thou-
fand pounds !

Never was gift more gracioufly re-
ceived, or more readily conferred; it was -
furely the gift of affetion, as fhe could
have no claim on his benevolence, it
being explained to his Grace by the guar-
dians, that, during her minority, there had
been a faving of two hundred thoufand
pounds, and if the fruit was fo lufcious, the
tree muft be good that had produced it,
this noble perfonage, who had been very
“long confined in a rheumatic gout, by
which he was much enfeebled, with his
own trembling hands fattened on a -coftly
necklace, at which was fufpended, by a
fmall chain of brilliants, a beautiful mini-
ature of the Marquis. He afterwards
faluted the paffive Lady, and hoped fthe
would have no objetion to complete the

happinefs of his fon, and confer ‘on him-
: 6 - felf
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felf the honour of ranking her amongft the
moft eftimable treafures of his family on
that day fortnight.

A very low courtefy might have fignified
her acquiefcence ; but that tacit affent
was mightily ftrengthened -by her faying,
¢ Whenever your Grace and my Lord
Marquis pleafes.” His Grace was en-
- chanted.  Sir Arthur’s fallow complection
brightened with approbation, and his dark
penetrating eyes fpoke the cunning langu-
age of felf-intereft, whilit Lady White,
covered with the confufion of her ward’s’
importance, .made a thoufand fine fpeeches
to the Duke, and a thoufand congratula-
tory ones to the young Lady.

His Grace was fomuch importuned not
to go from Mitfort Abbey that night, as
made it impoffible for him to return to
town till the next day, without hazarding.
an imputation on that complacency of

H3 humour,
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humour, which, he thought, nothing in the
world could now happen to difturb.

It was four o’clock in the afternoon
when the Duke arrived in town. His firft
queftion was, How the Marquis did, and
if he was alone? The fervant to whom
he fpoke was confounded, and ftuttered out
a reply, that his Lordfhip was not at homie;
but that Lady Selina was in her drefling-

* room.

The Duke ordered his daughter to at-
tend him, but before the could get herfelf
in readinefs to obey his commands, he had
gone into his library, not at all difpleafed
at hearing that his fon was well enough to
go abroad, as the day fixed for his mar-
.riage’ was at no great diftance, and the
plea of ill health would not be again
brought forward to remove it further off,
the ftep he had taken having fully an-
nounced his recovery.

' ' Several
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~ Severalletters werelying on thetable; his
Grace took up one of them, and broke the
feal ; it was from Dr. Pladlow, and conveyed
to his tranfported patron ap account of his
daughter’s being married to Mr. Afhford.
Nothing but the Marquis’s marriage with
Mifs Palmerfton could have occafioned
the Duke to feel a more lively joy than
this intelligence, which removed a bar to
his fon’s eftablithment, that, notwithftand-
ing the Doctor’s honour, and the Lady’s
indifference, he had never ceafed to dread,
as an impending deftrution to his grand
~ defign. He had not quite finithed, but was
fmiling over the contents of this welcome
letter when Lady Selina made her appear-
ance, and her firft words were: <« Oh!
dear papa, I am fo glad you are come
home ; but where is George ?”’

His Grace looked very much to the
purpofe of his own contemplations, and
faid, fignificantly, ¢ No matter, child,

H4 where
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where he is now, by this day fortnight we
fhall put fetters to his freedom. I fent
for you to tell you that the time is fixed,
and in thirteen days more you will falute
your new fifter, the Marchionefs of Green-
dale.” :

My ftars | replied her Ladyfhip, how
delightful! But did you leave George be-
. hind you, papa, at Mitfort Abbey ?

I wifh, faid the Duke, you would learn
to confider before you afk queftions. How
could J leave him behind me, when I did
not take him withme ?

| Yes; but I fuppofed he followed your
Grace when he went from hence,

I believe not, child, for .hc did not pafs
me on the road ; befide, that would have

been a proof of obedience, which his former
conduct
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condu&t has given me no reafon to ex-
pect.

Lord, how odd! replied Lady Selina,
as if fhe had really been quite as much
furprifed as the pretended to be : I wonder
what he can have done with himfelf.

What all the other young men about
town do with themfelves, carelefsly return-
ed the Duke, fauntering up and down St.
James’s Street, or riding in Hyde Park.

And fo I thould have thought too; but

you know, papa, George went away. yefter-
. day in the afternoon.

I know it! replied the Duke, ftarting,
and turning pale. How the devil fhould

I know it! Why was I not told of this
before ?

Hg Becaufe
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Becaufe I thought he muft be gone to
you, papa, and, as he had been hitherto fo
undutiful, nothing could be more natural
than for me to fuppofe that he was forry
for the flights he had fhewn to Mifs Pal-
merfton, and was fet out to make his
peace with your Grace and the Lady.

- Selina, you argue like a dutiful, rational
child; but this rafcally brother of your’s is
my perpetual torment. Gone ever fince
yefterday, and not come back yet! Has
he fent no meflage neither 2

No, indce&, papa, we have heard no-
thing of him fince he went away, and I
cannot think what is become of him. [
hope he has not met with another misfor-
tune from a fall or a gun

Have done, faid the Duke, angnly 5

you know thefe fubjects put me in mind
of his rebellious inclinations: I am willing -

N
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to forget them, and to believe all will yet
be well. Perhaps he found the air necef-
fary after his long confinement, and is
gone to fpend a night or two at fome of
his friends houfes in the country.

The moft likely thing in the world;
well, it is very odd this idea did not occur
to me, as well as to your Grace. O L—d!
‘that certainly muft be the cafe, fo if you
pleafe, papa, I will juft ftep up ftairs and
finith my drefs, as I have promifed to_ call
on Lady Margaret, and a few other of
my friends, before dinner,fo good bye papa,
I fhall fee you about ten, as I mean to come |
home again, before I go out for the whole
evening; faying this, fhe difappeared as .
fuddenly as a ftar fhoots, fearful that her
progrefs might be ftopped by a counter-
mand from her father; but he had no in-
. tention to detain her, for chancing to caft
his eyes over the letters he had not yet
cxammcd, he faw one amongft them, di-

Hé¢ rected
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reCted in his fon’s hand, which he had
eagerly feized on, and was breaking the
. feal, when fhe retired ; perhaps it yielded
more eafily to his Grace’s preflure, from
having before fubmitted toa fimilar opera-

‘tion, under the delicate fingers of her
fkilful Ladyfhip.

To fay what were the Duke’s internal
feelings, or in what words he vented his
rage and difappointment, at finding his
fon’s determined refolution, never to be
the hufband of Mifs Palmerfton; and that
he had chofen bagpithment, rather than to
fulfil his engagement, would be a rtafk
greatly beyond our undertaking, having a
more tolerable talent for defcribing the
gentle, than the turbulent paﬁions of hu-
man nature.

We Ihali pafs over his Graee’s diftor-
tions, wreathings, curfings, and exclama-
sions, in favour of that calm ferenity,

which
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which foon fucceeded to a ftorm, which
feemed to threaten univerfal devaftation ;
for be it known, that the ftorms of paffion
in the breaft of an angry man, .are like
thofe in the natural world, they make a
noife, racket and confufion, but are foon
over. Befides this philofophical caufe,
there were many other reafons why the
Duke of Angrave’s rage fhould foon be
_ appeafed; a few only of the number will
be neceflary to our purpofe, fuch as, that
it was impofiible for the Marquis ta con-
ceal himfelf in any foreign country, where
his agents and bankers could not imme-
diately trace him out; he would then go
in perfon to bring him back, and never
lafe fight of him, ’till he had feen the mar-
riage compleated.. Another very com-
pofing confideration was, that he had noth-
ing to fear from his former romantic paf-
fion, Mifs Pladlow being otherwife dif-
pofed off ; but the moft comfortable re-
fle@ion of all, fprung from the conviction

' i which

—
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which experience had taught him, how
much, and how long he might rely on the
unwearied patience of his future daughter,
and the unreproving complacency of her
guardians.

His Grace’s mind being now in z ftate
of convalefcence, he again fent for Lady
Selina, and in confequence of the plan he
had formed, he acquainted her, with a fmi-
ling countenance, that fhe might fet her
heart at reft about her brother, for that he
had juft been reading a very dutiful letter,
which he had found amongft many others,
on his table, to let him know he meant
only to pafs a few of the cold months in
Italy, or the fouth of France, for the more
perfet recovery of his conftitution, and
fhould return early in the fpring to ratify
his engagement with Mifs Palmerfton.

Her pretty Ladyfhip, who was far lefs
remarkable for the fincerity of her heart,
than
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than for the great command fhe had at all
times over her countenance, checked a moft
violent propenfity to mirth, and though the
«could have almoft expired with laughing,
at the mutual fcene of duplicity that had °
been carried on between her and her fa-
ther, not 2 mufcle of her fteady face was
difcompofed, and fhe replied with a nai-
vette that never deferted her, when fhe
thought an appearance of fimplicity advan-
- tageous to her perfon or her purpofe ; that
fhe was happy beyond, expreffion, that
George was likely to be a good boy at
laft, and hoped his Grace would ndt be
angry with him, as he .left them only to
get himfelf well, adding, fhe dare fay, he
would be a very affectionate hufband when
he came back again, and that he would like
Mifs Palmerfton vaftly.

T'rue, true, replied the Duke, in a hur-
rying tone of voice, you fay right, Selina,
. yes, yes, George will be a good boy at laft, .
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he fhall be a good boy; but you muft
write child to the young Lady, and plead
. your brother’s caufe; fhe may be a little
mortified, you muft not let her be offend-
ed; you will know what to fay; don’t be
fparing of his love; he fhall one day or
other make good your promifes; it will
not be amifs if you congratulate her on the
prudent plan he has adopted, and hint your
fufpicions, that had he ftayed longer in this
cold climate, his conftitution would have
funk under its feverity; go, go, and do as
I bid you my dear.

“Will to-morrow do papa? for I am en-
gaged every minute to day; but indeed, .
and indeed, if your Grace will excufe me
’till the morning, I will write' all that you
command me, and a great deal more than
I have time to think of at prefent.

The Duke, who on all accafions but one,
was the moft docil father in the world, par-
ticularly
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ticularly to the female part of his family,
by whom he had fuffered himf¢If to be go-
verned, fince the death of his Duchefs,
affented to the propofal, and his gay daugh-
ter, who was already on the wing, imme-~"
diately took flight. “

Being left entirely dlone, his Grace
threw himfelf back in his eafy chair, and
for fome moments clofed his eyes, and fell
into a train of meditation, not on things
above, but on things below; amongft
which, the valuable jewels he had left bes -
hind him at Mitfort Abbey, were nét for-
gotten ; he had given them abfolutely and
unconditionally; his fon might die, or he.
might continue refrattory, or he might -
neverbe prevailed upontoreturn; what then
would.become of the necklace, the  chain,
the ear-rings, the flowers, the pins, and the
bracelets; he could not make a legal de~
mand of them, and judging by the golden.

. rule



162 DELBOROUGH FAMILY.

rule of doing as you would be done by, a
voluntary reftitution of them was not to be
expected ; to divide foul and body, was
not {o terrible a confideration to the Duke,
as to divide his Grace from any part of his
property ; and to avoid the prefent defpe-
rate misfortune by which he was threaten-
ed, he determined to do as much, or more
than ever man had done before ; what that
refolution was, will appear in due time;
it was defperate, it was the dernier refort,
the forlorn hope of all his expeétations, and
every other expeaicnt, muft be tried, be-
fore he could act with fo much intripida-
tion, as the plan he meditated would re<
quire to carry into execution; fo leaving
his Grace writing to the guardians of Mifs
Palmerfton, with the fame fort of lan-
guage and apologies in which he had com-
manded his daughter to addrefs Mifs Pal-
merfton herfelf, and taking every other
ftep to difcover, as quietly as poffible, to

what
i T
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what part of the continent the Marquis had
withdrawn himfelf, we fhall proceed to
- fpeak of the other honorable perfonages
who have already been brought forward
en our hiftorical theatre,

CHAP,
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CHAP XXXVIIIL

RS. Edwin, after fhe had joined

Mifs Fairfax at her fifter Dormer’s,
was for feveral weeks prevented from
proceeding to London by a fevere fever,
the confequence of the agitating {cenes the
had paffed through in the laft few days of
her remaining at Edwin Place, and, pro-
bably, the diforder was augmented by the
force of fpirits fhe had exerted to conceal
from her friends the fhock her fufcepti-
ble heart experienced, on being obliged
to relinquith the hopes the had formed of
' renewing
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renéwing that attachment, which commen-
cing in infancy, had ¢« Grown with her
growth, and ftrengthened with her ftrength.”

Emely would have renounced every
expettation in life, rather than leave her
beloved protectrefs to languith on the bed
of ficknefs without her perfonal attendance.
It was poffible that fhe mightincur her
aunt’s difpleafure by ftaying in the coun-
try ; but it was certain fhe muft fall under
felf-condemnation ify for .any interefted
confideration, fhe negleted the tender
offices of gratitude and affection.

Her brother, in every refpe&, one of
the moft fafhionable men of the prefent
age, we have reafon to think, did not for-
" feit his pretenfions to the charalter, by
adopting fentiments in this cafe exactly
fimilar to thofe of his fifter. He not .

only
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only confented to, but alfo highly approved
of the facrifice fhe made to friendfhip, and
added, to the fanction of his own appro-
bation, that of Lady Dorothy Petting,
.whofe affeCtion for her nephew made her
almoft forget that he had a fifter, or that
the had any other relation than himfelf.

In the courfe of fix weeks Mrs. Edwin
was enough recovered from her indifpofi-
tion to undertake the journey, and a
houfe, in Grafton Street, being ready fer
her reception, fhe wrote to Colonel Fair-
fax, and fixed the day on which he might
expect them in town,

With this agreeable intelligence he flew
to Grofvenor Square, where he had the
mortification of meeting Lady Charlotte
Ogle, who, of all his aunt’s vifitors, had
the fmalleft portion of his favour ; nor
had her Ladyfhip been more liberal to-
wards himfelf, fo that the balance of favaur
4 was
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was pretty equal between them. The
cafe might have been widely different, had
the Colonel’s mafk of politenefs, which
good manners made him put onin her
prefence, been compofed of thicker ma-
terials, or had her eyes been lefs cunningly
penetrating to have feen through it, no
woman of her defcription ever looked
twice on Colonel Fairfax without withing
to retain him in her fuit of captives, and .

Lady Charlotte had not difcredited this
~general affertion.  She had admired,
praifed, flattered, and followed him ; but
~ finding no hopes that her endeavours
would be fuccefsful, and at all times unwil-
ling to make the moft trifling facrifice of her

) ~ intereft to her pléafurcs, fhe now formed no

other defign againft him, than thatof under-
mining both him and his fifter in the affe&ti-
onsoftheiraunt, whofe beneficial attachment
to herfelf, fhe had good reafon to believe,
would be impaired by her fondnefs.for the
children of her deceafed brother; and to
accomplith this plan, fhe was determined

no
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no expedient fhould be left-untried, if the
felfithnefs of her difpofition had wanted the
fupport of auxiliary motives, her vanity
and her envy would have furnifhed them.

She had heard Mifs TFairfax was hand«
fome, and that, in her eftimation, was.a
crime, for which the ought to be banifhed
from the circles. of - fathion, and that it
would be impoffible to do, if the was re-
ceived under the roof of Lady Dorothy
Petting, where the would unavoidably be
treated with a fort of diftinétion, to which,
-in fa&, the had no pretenfions, by all who
“withed to continue well with her Ladythip,
whereas, if fhe could contrive to gain her
but a coldifh kind of reception in Grofvenor
Square, and fo ménage her matters as to
bring it about that-fhe fhould refide with
Mrs. Edwin, inftead of Lady Dorothy, the
fairly drew this conclufion from fuch a ma-
nceuvre, that as Mrs. Edwin was a good
fort of a woman, which is to fay, that
‘ Mrs,
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Mrs. Edwin was not at the very top of
fathion, fhe would vifit and be vifited by
good fort of people only, and of courfe be
entirely excluded from the very firft circles

of all.

This ingenious Lady had been_fitting
and difcourfing with her Dowager fiiend
more than an hour, when they were joined by
Colonel Fairfax, who, with a look of ex-
quifite pleafure, prefented to his aunt the
letter he had that morning received from
Mrs. Edwin, and told her he was come to
befpeak a fhare in heér heart for his be-
lov’d Emely, who fhe would find by that
letter would foen be at her Ladyfhip’s feet
to claim it in perfon.

Lady Charlotte rofe to take her leave;
thé Colonel begged he might not be the
~means of driving her away. Pray let me
2o, fhe replied; I am but an intruder.
You want to talk over domeftic matters,

- VOL, III. I and
\
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and I never meddle in family affairs. In
the ftruggle between going and: flaying,
fhe happened to tread on the toe of a litde
dog, which, with two others, fhe had the
moment before gently removed from' her
lap. The offended creature yell’d out its
complaints fo pathetically, that Lady Do-
rothy, who was begjnning to read Mis..
Edwin’s letter, threw it out of her hand,,
exclaiming, in a tone of terror and. re-
proach, ¢ For God’s fake ! what have you
done ?” '

Lady Charlotte was re-feated—had taken.
up the injured favourite—was afking. its.
pardon, and beftowing on it a theufand.

“tender carefles. I never could haveimagined,
continued her Ladyfhip, that you, of alt
people in the world, would have been fo- ex-
tremely carelefs ; indeed, Lady Chailatee,
it was monflroufly cruel, when you know
too that the poor dear little creature is with
child! This laft fpecech was more than her

nephew
6 -
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nephew could' ftand'; but takisg the op~
porﬁux_iityf their. confufien aforded:him, he:
rufhed out of the roem, indulged the effu-
Gons of his humour in a laygh thar .was
almoft gonvulfive, and again firiving to
adjuft:his features, and give them;a degree
of ferioufnefs,. he returned to the Ladies,
who he happily found in a ftate of pacifi-
cation, and " the pregnant darling fnoring
away, as if no m:sfortune had befallen.
her. . :

. "Ehis Mrs. Edwin, faid Lady Derothy,
having read and returned the letter, feems
to {peak of your fifter,Charles, with, a great
deal of confideration, and her friendfhip
may be of mighty advantage to her futare
fortung, if fhe manages propbr‘y

" The Colonel was gmmg to ma.ke fome-
gcply,‘ when. Lady Charlotte, who  was
- " probably afiaid thar Lady Dorathy’s can-
vcrﬁman might’ be analogous 'to. what had

I2 pafled
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paffed in theeir #éz¢ 2 téte, and, perhaps, be
tintured by the advice, of which that
morning’ fhe had been particularly liberal,
. made a fecond motion of retiring,  which
meeting with no further obftru&ion, the
aunt and nephew were left to themfelves,
when her Ladyfhip proceeded.

I fay, my dear, it is a very fortunate cir-
cumftance that Emely has made herfelf
fo neceffary to the happinefs of this good
woman, as I really find to be the cafe by
the letter you have fhewn me, fhe even
fays fhe cannot refign her to me without
reluctance; and '

I beg your pardon, my dear Madam,
replied the Colonel, interrupting her with:
fome avidity ; but I fear you have intirely
mifapprehended the meaning of Mrs, Ed-
win’s expreflions in my fifter’s favour; the _
affe@ion with which fhe honours her has
nothing of weaknefs in its compofition,
' : the
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the defires, and is intitled to a fccond place

in her heart; but her claims do not inter-

fere with that refpect, gratitude, and affec-

tion, which, a fenfe of her own duty, and

your Ladyfhip’s intended goodnefs, de-

mand from her, and Mrs. Edwin, will

herfelf, next to the grateful fon ard daugh-

ter of your adoption, be the moft gratified

‘of human beings, in refigning Emily to-
your maternal protection.

This may be all true, and you have
acquitted yourfelf very handfomely on the
-occafion ; but you muft know, Charles, 1
am ftill of opinion, that it will be more
for the advantage of my niece to be with
Mrs. Edwin in town rather than with me.
“We had been talking of this matter before
you cime in, and Lady Charlotte Ogle,
-who is the moft fenfible woman in the
world, thinks I am perfectly in the right.

I3 M.ay
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May 1 be permitted to. know your
© Ladyfhip’s reafons for this - fudden change
of meafures, afked the Colonel, adding, in
a refentful tone, your own judgment will
be decifive with me ; the ftamp of Lady -
Charlotte’s approbation, I muft confefs,
- would add nothing to its refpettability.

Now, child, I fee' you are angry, and
with pocr Lady Charlotte ; but, indeed,
you are wrong : I muft not fuffer you to
semiain under fuch an error.  The only
goeatobjection the made to my Mece’s
living - with me was the largenefs of my
family; and the number of rooms they were
witiged 00 occupy, which, you know, is
alttmie s belides there was a chance, as
flie very richdy obferved, -that Mifs Fair-
fax amd my lietle folks might not agree,
and in that cafe we fhould have nothing
but family diffentions all day long, and
then, if I am appealed to, I may not be
quite impartial ; for I never could forgive

a
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a premeditated flight to any of thofe dear
creatures, caftinga look of gratitude round,
above and below her, to whofe endeavours
of diverting me I am indebted for the
happieft hours of my life.

Colonel Fairfax was attacked at the fame
moment with three forts of inclination, one
0 laugh at his aunt’s folly, one to curfe
Lady Charlotte’s officioufnefs, and one to
fall'out with his bread and butter ; yet, as
awither of ‘thefe wére to be indulged but
at the expence of his fifter’s and his own
expedtations, he fubmitted to the check
of prudence, and only replied, that he
hoped, when he had the honour to prefent
his fifter to her Ladyfhip, the humanity
of her heart, and the gentlenefs of her
mannets, would foon remove any prejudice
that was not rooted in averfion, or that
did not fpring from malice. ’

‘.

I4 Lady
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Lady Dorothy dreaded to offend her
nephew, whom fhe loved almoft equal to
any of her little folks, and reading in his
countenance more than was exprefled in
his words, fhe took his hand in her’s, and
affured him, Emely, for his fake alone,
fhould ever fhare with him in heraffe&tions,
and, notwithftanding fhe thought it fo
much better on many accounts, that fhe
fhould centinue with Mrs. Edwin, rather
than live entitely with herfelf, yet it
would be only a nominal feparation, as
fhe fhould expect to fee her in Grofvenor
Square every day, and all the day long.

The Colonel, by this time, had coolly
confidered what an advantage fuch an ar-
rangement would be of, to the heart, the
health, and even the morals of his fifter,
as well as the fatisfaCtion it would mutual-
ly afford her, and the kind protector of her
youth, not to be feparated from each other
on her firft dangerous launch into the

great
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great world; he was therefore net only
contented, but even delighted, with the
very propofal, which had at firft ftruck his
apprehenfive tendernefs with a pang not
merely of difappointment, but fore morti-
fication, and he now thanked his aunt, with
a warmth and gracefulnefs that could leave
her no room to doubt of his fincerity.

How comes it Charles, faid her Lady-
fhip, with abundant good humour, that
you charm me more and more every time
I fee you? I promife you to take care of
Emely, I will give her five thoufand
pounds, and if fhe is half fo handfome as.
you are, I will get her a good hufband ;
but the very high views I have entertained
for your cftablithmens, will put it out of
my power to do more for her ; pray child,
is Mrs. Edwin a mighty old woman 2

By no means, Madam, I believe fhe is:
fome years younger than Lady Charlotte:
Ig ‘ Ogle,
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Ogle, and is fill very charming, infinitely
fuperior to any young Lady I have feen
fince I came to London.

Ah, you forget Lady Selina! but we
will talk more of her by and bye; in the
mean time, as I think myfelf much obliged,
on my niece’s account, to this Mrs. Ed-
win, and as you fay the is ftill well looked,
I fhould be pleafed to find her out a pro-
per alliance, that is, if fhe intends to fet
out on a fecond venture, otherwife I would
on no account perfuade her to adopt fuch
a meafure, as it may be of differvice to
. Emely ; but if fhe is inclined that way, tis
in vain to contend with a widow, fo deter-
mined, and I fhould be glad, in that
eafe, to fhew that I am not infenfible of
ker kimdnefs to my family, by giving her
my advice and affiftance; and as fhe is of
a refpectable houfe, ftill handfome, you fay,
and well jointer’d, I dare fay I fhall be able
to ferve her..

Suppofe,.



DELBORDUGE FAMILY. 179

Suppofe, faid the Colonel, with a very
grave countenance, your Ladyfhip was to
turn away from thofe fplendid profpects,
you do me the honor to fay you have in
view for my eftablithment, and propofg me
‘vo Mrs. Edwin; the work is half com~
pleated already, for we have loved almoft
as long as we have known each other.

God forbid | Why will you try my pa-
tience, nephew ? am I never to make you
underftand, that.an illitimed jeft always
difpleafes me? whilft you live, name it
not again; that there is even a poffibility
of Earl Delboraugh’s nephew, and the
dectared heir of Lady Dorothy Petting,
contecting himfelf with the widow, or the
daughter of a country Squire. Her Lady-
_ thip concluded this folemn adjuration, by
an ere@ion of the head, a feverity of fea-
tures, and a doubtful filence ; but all thofe
fymptoms of difpleafure, fied before their
military opponent, who very foondiflodged

16 them:
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them by his ‘conciliating forces of plea-
fantry, and well-timed acknowledgments,

The Colonel hgving reftored himfelf to
the good graces of Lady Dorothy, fhe afk-
ed him if he had never feized on any of
thofe favourable opportunities, which the
cvident partiality of Lady Selina Dangle
afforded bim, to forward his pretenfions;
"Fhough the meaning of this queftion was
fully obvious, he chofe to look furprifed,
and as if he had not uncerftood it: pifh-!
{aid the, how childith this is 3, I do not afk
if you have made propofals to-her, becaufe
that eould, not be done, without my affift-
ance, but in the two menths you. have
known her, and been conftangly in the fame
parties, with her, I fuppofe you muft have:
fpoken to her,. you muft have faid: fome--
thing ta the purpofe. '

Taith, very litdle Madam, replied ke
there are fo few, and fuch fhort vacancies
in
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in her Ladyfhip’s converfation, that I have
found no opportunities in which I could
talk nonfenfe of any kind; Lady Selina’s
‘happy fluency of exprefiion, like the ocean,
having an exclufive right over all other
lefler bodies of water, to run backwards
-and forwards, and to make itfelf heard in
all quarters. The laft word was but half
pronounced, when Lady Selina prefented
herfelf before them in propria perfona.

I am come, faid fhe, for one moment,
to tell you the ftrangeft news you have
“heard this feven years; I am fo fortunate
in finding your Ladyfhip not gone out,
and fo delighted to meet Colonel Fairfax
with you; now you muft both guefs what
1 have to tell you, it is about a wedding,
but I will give you a hundred years to
find out who are the parties. ~

The Colonel replied, that provided no
accident happened to prevent him, he
would:
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wwould accept the challenge, and do him-
felf the honor to wait on her, Ladyfhip a
:hundred years hence from that day, -and
.declare who he Iuppofed to be the happy
eouple.

Lady .Dorahy took -what - fhe thought
ithe charming otcafion, of dropping a hint
in the way of bufinefs; the figh’d, withed
it had been a union between two of the
deareft friends the had in the world, and
hoped- it would not be a hundred weeks,
. ‘before fhe faw this favourite with of . her
. heart accomplithed. Lady Selina, not be-
Ing in reality fo dull as the Colorel, from
choice, would make himfelf appear to be,
fent a fmile fide-ways to the aunt, which
glanced by the nephew, and if he had exa-
mined the meflenger, he would have learnt
nothing from the intelligence it conveyed,
that was not to his awn advantage.

L—d,



DEUBORDYER 2AMILY. 183

. L=d, Colonel Fairfax! yoa are certzin-
ly the fupideft of all animals, cry’d fhe,
in a peevith voice, and with a difconcere-
ed countenance, which akmoft faid * I hate
you, for not loving me,” fo you would take
'a hundred years to find'out a fecret, which
you might have only for atking. Now it
it was not for the fake of my dear Lady
Dorothy, who I know ruft be dying with
cutiofity, I would keep it to myfelf ‘till
you repented of your indifference.

Believe him not, faid the induftrious
Dowager, indifference has no part in his
‘charatter; I wifh, my charming young
friend, you knew his heart as well as I
do, but thefe are fubje@ts, v -

Stop, for heaven’s fake, Madam, inter-
rupted the tertified Colonel, who was con-
fufed beyond meafure, at his aunt’s indirect
~ advances, and his own awkward ﬁmatxon,
will you not permit Lady Selina P ptdy

dear
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dear Lady Selina be fo good ; well then, I
will guefs, is it ?——is it ?—now the deuce
take me if I can think of any two_names
in the whole calender of my acquaintance.

You give it up then, faid her delighted
‘Ladyfhip, who enjoyed his incoherence,
-and placed it to her own account..

Undoubtedly, and with all my heart, was
the reply.

Now what will you both fay, when I tell
you, upon my honor, that indolent, affeét-
ed, fpeaking figure, Lady,Augufta Drawl,
has this very day proclaimed herfelf not a
bride, but a downright wife.

My God! exclimed Lady Dorothy,
married, and I not know it !

L—d! fhe has been married more than
fx months, fo they fay; but the poor
dear
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dear was afraid to difcover that fhe had
ftolen a hufband, ’till there was a fort of
necefiity for confefling the theft; but then
the happy Romeo of this languifhing Juliet,
who do you fuppofe him to be ? why no
other than your Ladyfhip’s old favourite,
Patfon Fotherton.

This is almoft incredible, and requires
no lefs authority than your own, to make
me believe it poffible, that two people with
whom I'am fo intimate, fhould put them-
“{felves into fuch a fituation, without even
confulting me, when they both know how
happy it makes me, to give my advice on
~ fuch critical occafions. This was Lady
Dorothy’s obfervation, with hands lifted
up, and eyes extended beyond their ufual
dimenfions ; to which fhe added, but my
dear Lady Selina, you are very fure all
this has really happened.

i
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If'there is any miftake in the reprefeintas
tion, it is not I, but her own mother muit
be accountable for it, faid Lady Selina;
®ot ten mninutes ago, juftas T was coming
away from Mrs, Egmont’s, a great {riend
of the everlafting Lafly. Warchit, - who
fhould come in but her ideatica! Ladythip,
brim.full of weeping and wailing, for the
imprudence of her daughter, which, it
feems, the had never found out ’till then.
1 faw formething was . the mater, retorned
0 my feat, and. jult flayed -long.ensugh
afterwards, #o hear the whole hiftory, half
of which I have ilready forgotten. 1 only
rerhember, that I lef the -diffatisfed ma-
tron fretting herfelf to a ‘puckthread, -that
her beautiful, rich, wifey and delicate Aw-
igultn, had thrown herfelf avvay on & palory
parfon.

As to that part of the ftory, faid Lady
Dorothy, he is of noble birth, and I am
"not fo much aftonithed at any little in-
' equality
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!quality there may be in the partiés thern~
felves, but can riever recorrcile ‘it o 'my
amagination, why { was hot confuleed.
I—d, Ma'am, I told you before, that
they confulted no earthly thing, but their
own inclinations, and who can fay they may
mot fall.into the felf-finie error ; The look:
<4 intelligently towards the Colopel. I'rth
fure I fhall not be the firft to condemn
them. Your Ladyfhip very gaod-natured-
ly obferved, his family is noble, and hav-
ing hung fo long on the brambles, fhe
might have done much worfe; his perfon
too is handfome enough; befides, he has
not either the- appearance or manners of
a parfon, and fince he has got himfelf
crop’d, I proteft he looks quite as much
the man of fafhion, as if he had never
meddled with the church in his whole life,
I have heard Lord Hagglewell declare, he
is as'good a pugilitt as himfelf; nay, he
. talks of ufing his intereft with the minifter,
to
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to make him a bithop; but now that ‘he
will be mafter of Lady Augufta’s large
fortune, I hope he has more fpirit tham
ever to think of following his bufinefs
“again; at leaft, fetting up for a Bithop,
-it would lay him under fhocking reftraints,
and what would become of a certain Lady’s
affembly, for I am told that, befoye he is
made a Bifhop, he muft fware to frequent
no public amufements, or even play at cards
cn 2 Sunday.

CHAP.
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CHAP., XXXIX.

T may be obferved, that after Col. Fair-
fax had carried his point, of withdrawing
the ladies’ attention from one topic, and fix-
ing them on another, he did not once inter-
rupt their converfation, by either qucftion
or comment; neither had Lady Augutta, or
the Reverend Mr. F othcrton, any fhare i in
his thoughts, during a filence of at leaft
fifteen minutes ; he was all that time em-
ployed in contemplating the very pretty
face of Lady Selina, and regretting that the
features of her mmd were not equally
© faultefs
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- faultlefs and engaging ; he wifhed to have
bent his inclinations the way his aunt would
have direted them, but it was Lady Selina
herfelf who prevented him from making
the effort, T

Nature had formed him too hand-
fome for a faint, but Doc¢tor Harvey had
taught him to be a Chriftian; and it muft
be allowed, there is much. found wifdom in
the chara&er of a Chriftian, at leaft our
Colonel was indebted to it for many of the
wifeft fules, by which he fteered his condud:,
and thofe which he meft invariably obfervcd'
‘were never to make a friend of that man,
who by the daring independance of his
ﬁ&lons',‘véould feem ib procralm himfelf
his own: creator; or a wxf'c of thé woman,
~ who can. fmile at 2’ jeft on relicvlon, and

who does not feel herfelf infuleéd, when the
hears its duties {poken of comemptuouﬂya
orits myfteries matte the'fub_]e& of gay ridi~
cuIc Influenced as hie was by fuch obfolete
maxxrn.;, I.ady Selina had certamly miffed
her
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her aim,. if fhe intehded: to eaptivate. his
heart,, by- pointing the brillianey of her wit:
againft the church, the Bifhops, and the.
parfons: . -

. The remaining. part of this mmmg,
converfation, chiefly confilted of modery
anecdotes, - in* which the- recént elopement:
of two married ladies, one with: a: young:
fmlit,ar)ﬁpcdf, th@ ptbﬁr.wiﬂt t_hﬁ;‘ibmof; A
peer, madg the: pripciple figuies, and were:
treated as matters of courfe, only that
Lady Selina-obidrved;: fie thoidd: nov be
able to-vifit them when they. came back,
unlcfs they, got reeanciled to their. hutbands,
and were-receivedyat cougt. . | -

~ When Lady Blarothy mentioned: how
very foon-the espected her mece: Fairfax
in town, Lady Selina teftified the- moft
lively tranfports of joy;. and begged theyp
might be exceedingly intimate, for there
was, nothing fhe longed for fo much, as to

convince
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convince the world, how poffible it was
for two girls to form the moft violent
friendfhip for each other, that fhould only end
with their exiftence, and on which fhe had
held a thoufand arguments with a thoufand
people. ‘To this fine romantic fourith Col.
Fairfax bowed, fmiled, and faid her Lady-
fhip did his fifter too much honour; that
the was a little Ruftic, whofe fentiments
and manners, ‘he feared, would not be at
2l underftood in thé beau monde.

So miuch the better, fhe replied, that
will be novel and charming. She then
began talking of her brother, withed he
was returned from the Continent, hoped:
he would break off his affair with Mifs
Palmeérfton, and fall in love with her dear”
new friend, who, fhe was quite fure, would
be her fifter, if Lord Greendale was allow-
ed to follow his own inclinations.

‘We'
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-We fhall conclude this chapter with
obferving, that Lady Selina fpoke alittle
at random, when fhe talked of her bro-
ther’s return from the Continent ; for tho’
many wecks were elapfed fince the Mar-
quis had withdrawn himfelf from his family,
and ‘though the Duke’s inquiries to find
out the place of his retreat were diligent
and unceafing, yet all his Grace’s pams
had been hitherto ineffectual ; and at this
very time he had difpatched agents, in-
whofe fecrefy he confided, to purfue his
fon through France, Germany, and Italy,
" till they fhould have obtained fome certain
intelligence of his Lordfhip’s . motions.
Whatever were his Grace’s feelings on the
fubjet, they were confined to himfelf,
for to Mifs Palmerfton, her guardians, his
own family, and the world in general, he
was the moft contented father imaginable,
and his fon the moft conftant correfpond-
ent. A foreign poft feldom arrived that

VOL. III. K he
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he did. not give a fuccin& account, eitlier:
that the Marquis’s. health was better op
,worfe, to all inquiries, '

CHAP.
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CHAP. XL

OUR honour, pleafe God, will have

fine weather for your ride this mom--
ing, fays Thomas Parr, cafting a look at
the window as he ftood behind his mafter
tying up his hair. The Colonel’s groom
and horfes were already at the door; it
was jult as he was fetting out to meet Mrs.
Edwin and Mifs Fairfax, on the day they
had appointed to be in town. '

It is a pure hard froft, continued Tho-
mas, and exercife will keep your honour
K2 warm ;
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warm; but I hope Madam Edwin and
Mifs Emmy will take care and wrap them- -
felves up, or the fharp air will nip them
fadly ; it is a long pull at this cold feafon,
and, in my mind, one day in the country
is worth a hundred here.

- And what, pray, are your objetions to
Y.ondon, afked his maﬁer, with a certain
kindnefs of " v01ce, which' ‘his old fervant
always underftood as a fignal to proceed
in his difcourfe, and’ of which” mdulgence .
he never failed to avail himfelf. . Have youw
met with any mifadventures fince you came
hither, hoqeﬂ: Thomas ?

‘ Nothmg to fpeak of' rephcd Thomas 3
but if your honour would know all, why,
I muft fay, I dop’t think the London fer-
vants are a bjt better than their mafters,
and miftreffes. I am fure, if all was fair
" and above board, I fhould not have loft
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fix guineas playing at the cards fince I have -
- belonged to their.meetings.

* ‘Ah! Thomas, Thomas, faid the Colo-
nel, where was thy wifdom 2™

- ‘Why, as to that, Sir, I cannot accufe
- myfelf, and they will all fay the fame, if
you pleafe to afk them ; for I never was
haul’d in -to play at their whift, as they
call it, without telling them of the heinous
crime of gambling. I believe your honour
knows I am no fool ; but'they minded me
no more than. if I had been one of her
Ladyfhip’s parrots. Wifdom is a jewel in_
the country ; but in London, I will be
bold to fay, it is not worth a brafs but~
ton, -

- If thefe are your fentiments, faid the
Colonel, with much affured gravity, peér-
haps, had I confulted you about my fifter’s
- K3 .+ coming
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coming to town, you would not have ad.
vifed me to bring her here at all. '

- 'Thomas, whofe familiarity was bounded
by refpect, ftep’d forward, and, making &
prof'qund bow, obferved, that had his
bonour condefcended to do him that
honour, he was pretty fure, and he did
believe, that he fhould have fignified to
his honour that the . Ladies, God blefs
them ! had better ftay where they were,
kke harmlefs lambs frifking in their own
pafture, than to break their pales, and
venture into the devil’s territories, and,
maft likely, be devoured by wolves, foxes,
tygers, and all manner of epemies, and
where they would fee nothing like them-
felves, if they were to live in London &
thoufand years.

There is fome judé:ncnt and much truth
in thy obfervations, honeft Thomas, fzid
tbe Colonel ; but.fincg they have ventured

fo
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fo far on their road to make the experi-
ment, haften to get me ready, that I may
go and condu¢t them. Never dream of
wolf, fox, or tyger. Am notIon duty,
and except the guard fleeps, where is the
avenue by which the cnemy can enter to
moleft us ? '

¢« Ah! and pleafe your honour, it isnot
about Madam Edwin that I am over ti-
merfome, becaufe her Ladyfhip has got
enough years upon her head to know
what’s what; but, Mifs Emmy, God
blefs her! I have not feen in my mind one
Lady in all London ficting to keepher
company. ‘The young Ladies in this town;
to my thinking, are no more like her than
I am like the king of England. If your
henour will give me legve, I'll tell your
honour what Mrs. Bridget Deacon, my La-
dy’s houfekeeper, faid to me the other
Right, and what I faid to her in the way of
argument,

K 4 ' When
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When Thomas requefted this favour,
he had his mafter’s boats in his hand, and
received his permiffion to make his tale
juft as long as he might take in drawing
them on; but no longer, and whether
by defign or accident, it was remarkable
they did not go on with their ufual eafe,
but were fitted and refitted at leaft a dozen

- times ; and even that would not have
~done, for the completion of Thomas’s
 converfation with Mirs, Bridget Deacon, had
-not the limited moments heen eked out
by the operation of hat bruthing, which,
- on this one occafion, was not only per+
formed in prefence of the Colonel, but al-
moft in his. teeth, Thomas being mush
of a certain member’s opinion, who once
faid in the Houfe of Commons, “ If we
fpeak to no purpofe, to what purpofe do
we {peak ” And furely a man- cannot
fpeak to lefs- purpofe than when he addreffes -
himfelf to another, who is not within.4
hearing diftance. L
: Thomas

. ~
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. ‘Thomas "began, continued, and ended,
this rehearfal in the following words :

Her Ladyfhip's domeftics, and pleafe
“your honour; always c:ll me their fellow
fervant; fo fays Mr. Vertien to me the’
laft time my Lady had company, Will
you be fo good, fellow fervant, as to help
us to hand about the refrefhments ?

- Pray-do, faid Mrs. Bridget, and tell us,
when you .come down again, if you can
fee any one amongft our fine young Ladies
that you think would make a good wife
for your handfome mafter. 1 beg your
honour’s pardon for making fo free, but
Mrs. Brxdget did actually fay the very_,.
words. _ :

The Colonel fmiled; it certainly was
not a {ymptom of difpleafure, at leaft fo.
thought Thomas ; for it only caufed one
of thofe fhort paufes, That a horfe on full
peed may be obferved. to make, whes he

: Kjs is
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s forced to pafs by an objeé that frightens
him, and being once cleared from it fets
-off with more fpeed than before.

To be fure I fhall, fays I; but as to my
chufing a wife for his honour, that is quite
another affair, fo taking a falver in my
hand, I followed her Ladyfhip’s fervants
up ftairs ; but feeing fo many Nobles al-
together in a bunch, or like a clufter of
grapes, as one may fay, I was going back:
again, but took coilrace, on feeing alittle
. bit of the top of your honour’s head rifing

up above a great many Ladies, dreffed like
queens, who were ftanding round you as
thick as bees about honey, and all talking
to you at the fame time, fo I defired they
would make room, and I carried the
cakes to your honour; but you did not,
I believe, obferve me, for you kept on
talking to the quality. Now, though I
had done nathing but my duty in {erving
my own mafter firlt, the Ladies tittered,

5 © and
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and looked fo bold, when I very civilly
defired them to make a little way for
me to pafs, that they put me -quite out of
countenance, and I heard one of them fay
to another, Father Adam has certainly
come out of his grave to attend us, fo, not
knowing what to anfwer,- 1 kept my dif-
tance ; but Mr. Vertien told me the names
of all the Lords and Ladies, and when I
went down teo take my own tea with Mrs,
Bndoet, the atked me how I liked them 2

Truly, Mrs. Bridget, fays I, if my bet-
ters do not like them more than I do, they,
will never get hufbands as long as oak
afh, or gribble grows.

Upon my word, Mr. Parr, fays fhe,
you are very hard to be pleafed; I fancy
the Colonel will not be half fo difficult.’
Pray, did you take notice of a very pretty
Lady, dreflfed in fky-blue, with a great
many red rofes, blue feathers, and diamond'

K6 pins:

X
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pins in her head. I am fure you never
faw any thing more handfomerin your life,
‘Mr. Thomas. '

I beg your pardon there, Ma’am, fays.
I, my mafter’s fifter is ten thoufand times.
more handfomer.. .

How can that be, fays fhe, for Lady,
Selina Dangle, the young Lady I mean, is
‘the daughter of a Duke, and will have:a,
hundred thoufand pounds to her fortune.

I know well enough who you mean,
Ma’am, fays I; but if the:was daughter of
the Lord Mayor, I would {till argufy, that
fhe is no more to compare to Mifs Fair-
fax than a dandelion is to an orange-tree
in full bloffom.

Well, Mr. Thomas, I did not mean to
offend you, fays fhe, fo I beg we may not'
quarrél about it ; fo, féys the, if you pleafe,
for a bit of fun, I will afk you a few civil

queftions ;
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«queftions ; for we London Ladies have no
great ideas how any thing that is very
handfome can poffibly come out of the
“country. Suppofe now I pull Lady Selina
to pieces, and you pull your young Lady
‘to pieces, and then fee what_we can make
of them. '

* Mrs. Deacon, fays I, fomewhat nettled,
for fhe very well knew, your henour, that
both fhe and I came out of the country, I
can’t chufe but underftand what you fay
about the country; but though I have
had the honour to. be clerk of a parifh, it
muft be a wifer man thanI am to find out
what it is you would be at with her Lady-
fhip and Mifs Emmy, when you talk of
pulling them to pieces.

Well, to be fure, fays fhe, laughing tilk
her fides fhook again, Mr. Thomas, fays:
fthe, thereis not another Chriftian man, or
Chriftian woman, in all London, who would

6 not
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not have underftood it ; for inftance, I fap.
that Lady Selina is tall, flim; ftrait and
taper; that the has fine eyes, fine tceth,
fine hair, and a fine fkin; and new it is your
turn to fay in which of thefe particulars the
is excelled by Mifs Fairfax, and that [
call pulling them to pieces. :

If that be all, Ma’am, fays I, my young
Lady need not be athamed to fit down in
any company, or to fhew her fhapes, or
her face, before twenty fuch beauties. She
is as tall, as ﬂxm, as ftrait, and as taper as
your Lady Selina. You fay nothing about
feet, Ma’am, faysI; now Mis Emmy’s
are admired wherever fhe goes, and what
is ftill better, a thoufand bleflings follow:
ber footfteps. Her hands are like the
mercies of heaven, never clofed by hard-
heartednefs, and they are as white as your
apron, Mrs. Bridget, As for eyes, there
are none fuch in the whole warld as Mifs
Emmy s, for if a ftarving man was to atk

. her
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‘her charity, and fhe had nothing to give
- him, he would fee fo much pity in them,
that whilft he looked  upon her face he
might forget his hungry condition. Her
tecth are ltke two flocks of fheep newly
fhorn, fenced in by a hedge of fcarles
berries ; then, as to her hair, it is as God
made it, Mrs. Bridget, and fhines in the
fun like the rind of a ripe chefnut. Lon-
don art may make whiter complexionsy
and redder too, I fhan’t difpute it, Ma’am ;
but nature never put a piece of work out
of her hand better finithed from head to
heel than my mafter’s fifter, Mifs Emely
Fairfax, '

I am very happy, fays Mrs. Bndget
Deacon.

~ Here the Colonel thought proper to in-
terrupt the warm-hearted old man, who
was endeared to him by a thoufand affec-
tionate fervices, not only to himfelf, but to
'~ his



208 ~ DELBOROUGH FAMILY.

his father, twenty years before the area of
his birth; he thanked him for his attack-
ment to his fifter, . praifed ‘his- defcriptive
talents,. but obferved, that his boots being
on, his hat brufhed, and the ladies by this
time. far advanced on their journey, he
could not then ftay to hear more: of the
dialogue, yet comforted him by faying,
what remained fhould be deferred to a
more convenient opportunity.:

- Colonel Fairfax had got off. the -ftones
about half an hour, and was proceeding
flowly through a fhort fandy road, where
the influence of the fun had occafioned a
partial thaw, when a coach and fix going
towards London, paflfed by him, the motion
of which was ftill more impeded than his,
own, by the depth of the foil. In fuch
fituations, it is not uncommon for paffen-
gers to beftow a glance on each other,.
en paffent, and actuated by this mechanical

inclination, which hardly deferves the name,
of
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of curiofityy he carelefsly turned his eyes
towards the carriage, where they were
facinated by an:exhibition, from which he
withed never to have difengaged thems
‘two ladies were feated in the front, but.
‘his attention was rivitted by one of them
only, the was on the fame fide with him-
- felf; an infant that feemed: about four
years old, had fallen afleep in her lap, and
repofed its cherub face on her bofom,
whillt her own' fair cheek gently prefled
-againft that of the child, and her eyes were
«clofed, as if fhe was partaking in its fweet
- and innocent flumbers ;. the whole contour
of her countenance favoured the idea; it
- exemplified all the majefty of beauty, and
all the foft infinuating graces of infantine
~ fimplicity ; one lovely arm, divefted of its
. glove; intwined the neck of her little
-:charge, the. other, which was cloathed,
fupported its waift, and the hand refted on
its lap; a handkerchief, that had been
~looftly thrown over her head, partly con-
cealed
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cealed the treafures of her face, but added
an interefting foftnefs to thofe that were
revealed, and altogether affimulated drae
pery, attitude and features, . fo intirely cha-
ratteriftic, and fo happily blendid, as might
have thamed the attempt of a lefs able
-oafter than nature herfelf, to produce
another fuch-Madona, fo exquifitely mould-

ed, {0 highly finifhed. _ :

- Colonel Fairfax was imprefled with this
idea, when he loft fight of the object; he
had looked at the arms on the carriage,
and obferved the. liveries, but knew nei-
ther; the creft was a bloody hand, and
for a moment he fejt a fenfation, to which
he had before been a ftranger, and withed
‘himfelf the pofleflor of what he fuppofed
belonged to the Baronet, at leaft he withed
to be the hufband of fuch a wife, and the
father of fuch an infant.

However
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However firange it may appear to the
ear of a beautiful female, who has hitherto
liftened to the language of adulation, rather
~ than to that of truth, we will venture to
affure her, that the deepeft impreffions the
heart of man is capable of receiving, do
not proceed from what is poetically called
the unerring fhafts of beauty; we are
ready to allow, that beauty has, does, and
ever will create admiration, and if to be
admired is the only aim of its poffeflor, the”
can fcarce fail of being gratified ; this fene
timent we will alfo admit, may affume the
- figure of love, and that the human heare
fhall be obliged to fubmit to the. madnefs
of his tyranny, becaufe paffion is at all
times ftronger than reafon; but this fore
of forced allegiance, is no more to be de-
pended on, than that a prifoner fhall be
found in his cell, after he has conquered
his ftrong enemies, and the doors of his
prifon are fct open. Female beauty, like
femalc honor, fhould be armed at all

: points,
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points, the firft to. meet the awful criti- |
cifms of truth, and:the fecond, firmly to
refift the attacks. of infulters. Truth is a
fevere critic, but if fhe acquits you, the
malevolent remarks of falfehood fhall be
- as harmlefs as they are contemptible; if
they tell you your face is compofed of
- lilies and ‘rofes, let not truth pronounce
that thefe flowers were purchafed at-your
perfumers; and when they fay your eyes
fparkle with vivacity, let it not be added,
they wander in purfuit of conqueft; are
~ you praifed for the eafe of your manners;
—or the. dignity- of your deportment,- take
care that the one be far removed from
levity, the other- from arrogance; on the
countenance of virgin beauty, -as on coin
" before it is brought into circulation, thould
" be ftamped- the impreffion that will enfure
its currency ; who that. ftops to examine
the purity of the di¢, which fhould thus be
imprefled with a combijnation of maiden
.graces, and matronly virtugs,-but would
» wifke
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with to fecure one of them in his heart’s
- cabinet, and there cherifh it for ever as the.
brightéft gem in.his poffeffion. =~
< As Colonel Fairfax ‘was proceeding on
his:lictle journey, and perhaps meditating .
on the beautiful vifion that had glided by
him about twenty minutes before, his at-
tention was again arrefted, but by an object
very different from the former ; and though.
it could make. no claim to his affeGtions, it
certainly. had a ftrong one on his humanity, .
as he immediately difmounted, and giving
his horfe to the groom, fprung forward to-
-affift an old man, who he had long obferv-.
- ed coming down, with cautious fteps, over.
the gentle declivity, which he was. juft be«
ginning to afcend, when by fome accidentor
other, the ftick with which he fupported
himfelf, had flid from his hand, and the Co-
Ionel faw them both fall to the ground to-.
gether ; philanthropy is never -torpid, its
mootions are active and lively, -he flew to-
: : wards
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wards the proftrate old man, whofe filver
hair glittered in the fun beams, and baving:
lifted him from the earth, enquired with
much gentlenefs if he was hurt, or whether
he could be of any further affiftance. The
ftranger, who was wrap’d up in a warm'
great coat, of no extraordinary appear-
ance, thanked him, not only with civilry,
but in terms of politenefs, that did not feem
to accord with his figure, or mode of tra-
velling; he faid he feared his ancle was
diflocated, and fhould be glad if he would
help him to reach the fide of the road,
where he could fet down ’tll his people °
came by; as he fpoke in a low faint voice,
the Colonel did not hear what he faid fo-
diftin@tly, but that he miftook the words
my people, for thofe of fome people,-
and not chufing to depend on accident,
for performing an office of compaf-
fion, where his' own efforts were fuf-
ficient, he looked round for a convenient
placc to which he might be removed, and
' fecing
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feeing a cottage at the diftance of a hund-
red yards, he ordered his groom to alight,
and with .his help conveyed him to it.,
The hut confifted of a fingle.room, and in”
one corner ftood a poor little pallet, which
on this occafion ferved as a fofa for the

_ hurt perfon to ftretch his leg on. The
good woman, who was lacjy of the man- _
fion, was in her perfon, and every thing
about her, clean even to exa&nefs; fhe
was a widow, of rather more than fifty,
and prided herfelf not a litde, on her fkill
in repairing accidents, {imilar to that which
bad brought the ftrangers under her roof,
and when Colonel Faitfax defired fhe
would give his fervant direction where he
might go to fetch a furgeon, fhe anfwer-
¢d, as may be foundin the next chapter.

CHAP,
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CHAP XLL

ACK aday, fir, there is no Doftor
-within ten miles of us; I do all the
doctoring bufinefs myfelf, as far round as
I am able to walk; and if the gentleman.
has broke no bone, I will cure him in half
an hour; fay you fo, my good woman,
replied the patient, then fet about. it in~
ftantly, for I am in exquifite torture ; fhe
did not wait for a fecond requeft, but ran
out at the door, and foon came back with
anumber of bay-leaves in her apron, which
having picked from the ftalks, and put
nto

~
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into a faucepan, with fome water, while
they were boiling on the fire, fhe fat about
‘pulling off the ftocking, which operation
_caufed fome additional pain to the patient, -
but fhe declared it would foon be over,
and the fuccefs of her application warrant-
ed the affertion, for having firft bathed
‘the foot and ancle jn the water, and after~
~wards bound on a great quantity of the
leaves round the part affected, he declared
himfelf perfeétly eafy, and taking out his
purfe, prefented his do&refs with five
_guineas, telling her he muft ftill remain her
‘debtor.” If the woman was aftonithed at
the magnificence of the gift, when a fhil-
- ling would have anfwered all her moderate
demands on his gratitude, the furprife of
the Colanel was equally alarmed, at feeing

~ fuch a donation beftowed by a perfon wha, *

- he had pre-fuppofed would not have res
fufed an offering made to himfelf, though -
.it had been far lefs liberal. The ftranger;
who had often fixed his eyes on him,

VOL. Il L from
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from the firft moment he came to his re-
lief, feemed now to read the purport of
his thoughts, and faid with a fmile of -com-
placency, I believe fir, I have uninten-
tionally led you into an error, I fee you
accufe me of profufenefs, on the contrary,
I am open to reproof, for the fmallnefs of
my acknowledgments to this poor woman,
who has relieved me from abundant mi-
fery ; had my heart been as enlarged as
my means are ample, ought I not in con-
fcience to have doubled the paultry fum,.
you would have done more ; the fpecimen
you have fhewn of a right difpofition, is a
~ reproach to my narrownefs of fpirit, and I
feel it here, faid he, counting out another
five guineas, take thefe alfo, and thank
this noble youth, who in teaching me a
leflfon of humanity, has alfo taught me to
reward it properly ; when you remember
the eafe you gave your accidental patient,
' forget that the perfon fo relieved, and who
at firft offered you fo poor a recompence,
has
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" has a rental of forty thoufand pounds 2
yeay and that he is the Earl of Delbo-
rough,

. Colonel Fairfax was fetting on the fide
of his couch, he ftarted from it, his face
was fuffufed with the crimfon of unutter-
able amazement; Lord Delborough ! re-
peated he, ah Sir! he paufed, isit pof-

fible! again he was filent, and his eyes .

were tenderly fix’d on his uncle; if you
are really Lord Delborough, you will no
longer honour me with your approbation.

The Earl prefented him his hand, and
replied with a warmth equal to his own,
may the curfe of heaven overtake me, if I
ever renounce your friendfhip. ‘

The hand he gave was refpeétfully pref-
fed to the Colonel’s lips, who gracefully"
bent down on one knee' at the fide of the
béd be your vow there regiftered, my

L2 Lord,
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" Yord, fid he, *6ll T ceafe to deferve, your
protection; but if I fail in my duty, them
let it be blotted out for ever.

Your energy is the energy of honour,
replied the Earl; I have not yet merited
the fervor of your attachment, the glory
of it is all your own, and proceeds from
that philanthropy of foul, that has this
day made me fo much your débtor; you
have laid me under obligations, and you
fhall not find me ungrateful. Your drefs
befpeaks your profeflion, and I take it on
myfelf to make your fortune, and your
‘merit more ‘équal tiian perhaps they may
be at prefent ; tell me then, my excellent
young friend, what is the rank you now .
hold in his Majefty’s fervice ?

" I have the honor, my Lord, return’d
the Colonel, whilft his manly eyes thone
with filial love and milary ardour, to bear
the commiffion of Lieutenant Colonel in

the
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the army, and I have the fuperior happi-
mefs of owing my rank to your Lordfhip’s
patronage.

1 beg your pardon, my dear Sir, replied
the Peer, with a look of mingled furprife
and confternation, 1 would give the half
of my pofleffions, if that was really the
cafe, but fome miftake there is, and I can-
not account for it; neither can I receive

" thofe acknovyledgmcnts which are the
right of another ; I never ferved but ope
young man in your profeflion, would to,
God it had been you ! he was my nephew,
but never did me fervice, nor have I de-
ferved his attention, for I neglected him !

That nephew, my Lord, faid the
Colonel, who has been fo unfortunate to
render himfelf an object of your difpleafure,
is now before you, he implores your par-

_ don, he befeeches you will not withdraw
from the fon of your brother the tokens
L3 : of
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of affe¢tion you condefcended to beftaw
on him, when you confidered him as a
ftranger to your blood. :

. Lord Delborough, who had till then
refted his head on the pillows, now ftarted:
from them, and with a fudden motion,
feating himfelf erect on his bed, he drew
the Colonel nearer to him, gazed filently
on his face, Yes, faid he, your father is
ftamped on your features, you have not
- deceived me, you are the fon of my in-
jured brother, and — he could fay no
.ore, tears ftopped his utterance, his head
fell on the fhoulder of his nephew, and
he wept aloud.

Ah, my Lord, faid the Colonel, with
more emotion than he could conceal, let:
not my bappinefs at being numbered with
your family, be obfcured by throwing
over it a cloud of retrofpection which evi-
dently diftrefles you, your kindnefs has

told
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told me that your heart condefcends to
receive me as no difgraceful relative,
compleat the meafure of my joy, by letting
me fee it will not be at the expence of
your feelings, that I muft for ever indulge
it, o

You fhall be obeyed, replied Lord
Delborough, tenderly embracing him,
your confideration for my peace fhall
teach me to forgive myfelf, when I look
on my nephew and call him the fon of my
adoption, then I will forget the cruelty of
my paft conduéty and the fpirit of thy father
fhall no longer reproach me; he then
enquired minutely about the fituation,
age, perfon and accomplifhments of his
niece ; but before the one half of his many
queftions could be anfwered, the Colonel’s
groom came in to inform his mafter
that Mrs. Edwin’s carriage was in fight,
and went back again with orders to
acquaint the ladies where he was, that
they might not pafs by the door; as foon
‘ L4 as
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as they were alone (for the old Doétrefs:
had retired before the interefting difcovery:
was made to enjoy her good fortune in
private) Lord Delborough laid an -

~ junétion on his nephew not to difcover
him to Emely ull he had firft feen her
unprejudiced by relationfhip or rank, it
was to your ignorance of either, added his
Lordfip, that 1 owe the moft blifsful
moments of my life, and to which I am
alfo indebted for a more favorable opi-
nion of human nature than I have ever
yet had occafion to. adopt, I hardly fup-
pofed there exifted fuch a fentiment ag
difinterefted kiadnefs, you have convinced
me of my error; go and conduct your
fifter, not to her uncle, but to the objeét
of her brother’s humanity, and if fhe pof-
feffes the fame difpoﬁtions with yourfelf,
fhe fhall fhare with you in" the aﬂ'e&xons
they have created.

d

He
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He promifed his Lordfhip that his:
commands fhould be punétually executed,:
and haftened out to meet his fifter, exult-
ing in the certainty of her vittory, over
a heart which was only to be conquered
by gentlenefs and fympathy.

The carriage was now at the door of
the hut, and the Colonel havingkiffed the
hand of Mrs. Edwin, and tenderly prefled
that of her lovely friend, he requefted
~ them ‘to alight for a few minutes, and
do him the honor to vifit his cottage,
where they fhould find 2 warm and wel-
come reception; adding, with the fame
air of gaiety, though I fear my old wornan
fs not in the way to affit me in the cere-
monial of receiving our vifitors.

. The ladies readily affented, the ftep
was let down, he Lifted out Mrs. Edwin,
who was weak and emaciated ; Emely fol-
lowed, faying in a jefting accent, how very

v impatient
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impatient fhe fhould be to embrace her
new fifter, and how forry fhe was that fhe.
muft not expect to find her at home; on
entering the cabin they ftarted at feeing
an old man with - venerable grey locks
fetting up in a bed on which his legs were
extended, he bowed to them both, which
falutation they moft courteoufly and kindly
returned, and fo little did" his Lordihip’s
appearance befpeak the dignity of his
rank, that the fame thought occurred to
each of the ladies, that this muft be the
awner of the cottage, and that benevolence
alone was the magnet that had drawn the
Colonel thither; under the influence of
this idea, whilft Mrs. Edwin was warming
her hands at the fire, Emely looked. round
and round to find ~fomething that tfhe
might admire, and at laft approaching
Lord Delborough with a captivating air
of fweet condefcenfion, that would have
fuited an angel when employed on a mef-
fage of mercy.

Your
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. Your cottage, fir, faid fhe, is very fmall
and perhaps not fo convenient as you
would with it, but in my life I never faw
any thing fo charmingly clean, your wife
muft be a nice comfortable woman and
I am quite forry fhe is not at home, I
fhould have liked very much to have feen
her.

The Earl could not help fmiling, he
had much penetration and could have
caught her that moment to his heart, and
have acknowledged her for a true fifter
of his nephew, and there was but one wo-
man in the world who he thought equalled
her in the beauty of her perfon and the
foft melody of her voice, but he reftrained
his impatience, he was convinced, but not
fatisfied, he could have looked at and
liftened to her for ever.

I fear, fir, continued fhe, you have met
with fome accident, I obferve your leg
: is
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is wrapped up, and your pofture muft be
uneafy, fhall I endeavour to make it more
‘commodious. There is no bearing this,
exclaimed Lord Delborough, Charles come
to my refcue, this girl has overpowered
me. .

Mifs Fairfax thought the old man was
taken with a fudden fit of infanity, and
fled from him with a countenance of terror
and affright that it is not in language to
defcribe ; her brother had in a whifper
betrayed the fecret to Mrs. Edwin, as they
ftood together by the fire fide, and on
hearing his uncle’s words addreffed to him-
felf, he caught hold of Emely’s hand,
haftily announced to her who the {tranger
- really was, and led the joyful trembling
girlto the Earl’s embraces, whofe heart
and arms were both open to receive her,
fhe threw herfelf on her knees by his_fide,
he leaned towards her, folded her to his
bofom, called her his merciful, his adorable

: child,
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child, and as he prefled her glowing check
with his lips, a tear fell upon it, on recol-
lecting it was the firft paternal kifs he had
ever beftowed on her orphan fweetnefs.

Lord Delborough’s expreffions of kind-
nefs were not confined to his nephew and
niece, Mrs. Edwin came in for a very
liberal portion of them, and received a
thoufand acknowledgments for the fofter-
ing care with which fhe had cultivated
the neglected bloffom, fo cruelly difunited
‘from the tree that fhould have fheltered
it ’

Emely enquired into the fortunate  cir-
cumftance to which fhe and her brother
were indebted for their prefent happinefs,
and how it happened that his Lordfhip
thould be in that poorlittde cottage, with-
vut either equipage or attendants? The
Earl took a great deal of pleafure in fatif~
fying all her inquiries, particularly - as

thcy
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they gave him an opportumty of rehearfing
the amiable traits in his nephew’s cha-
ralter, that had endeared him for ever to
his affections; for his being alone and on
foot he accounted, by telling them that
fomething had gone wrong with one of
- the wheels of his carriage, that the fervants
had fpied out the accident, and gave it
as their opinion it might be attended with
danger to go down the hill before the
damage was repaired, that-finding it would
take up half an hour, and being exceed-
ingly cold, his Lordfhip had got out of*
the carriage with an intention to warm
himfelf by exercife, and directed.thay it
fhould follow him as foon as it was re-
ftored to order; he faid that in general
he was a good walker, but his hands and
feet being chilled, his ftick had dropped
from the one, in confequence of which
the other failed him, and he came to the
ground as has been already related

Inftead
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Inftead of half an hour, in which his
Lordthip faid he expefted his carriage
would have overtaken .him, a full hour
had elapfed from the time he had entered
the cottage, and the Colonel’s groom was
now difpatched to fee what was become
of it; in the mean while the happy hoftefs,
of her ftill more happy gueft, again made
her appearance, and having dropped a
thoufand curtefies to the ladies, and ten
thoufand to the Earl, fhe produced frorh
under her clean check apron, fome cakes,
" abottle, and two glaffes, which the gave
them to underftand fhe had borrowed, at
the diftance of half a mile, from one of
her neighbours, for their entertainment:
the liquor thus produced happened to be
excellent clary wine, but had it been bran-
dy, the Earl who was delighted with
this homely effort of gratitude and hof-
pitality, would not have excufed his fair
companions from carrying it to their lips.
Suﬁicxcnt honor beingdone to her repaft,

. the
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the old woman again' put her faucepan

on the fire, and defired his Lerdfhip’s

honor would be fo well pleafed to let her

‘drefs his leg -once more before he wens
away, to which he readily affented, and

Emely finding how much benefit her

uncle had received from the fimple appli«

cation, made herfelf miftrefs of the com-

pofition and mode of ufing it, that if the

pain fhould return after he got to Lon-

don, fhe might be at no lofs for the

temedy which had been already fo fuc-

cefsfully applied, and with her own lovely
hands gently performed the whole ope-

~ ration, by which. time the Earl’s people
‘being arrived, he got off from the bed,
and venturing te put his foot to the
ground, affured them he could walk to
the carriage with great eafe; but neither
‘his .nephew or niece would -permit him
-to make the experiment, and he was lifted
into it by the Colonel and one of his own
{ervants; jult as he was going off, and
3 . as

L3N

-

I
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as he was bidding the old woman 2 very
cordial adieu; the interrupted him by
faying, with tears in her eyes, God blefs
your henor’s Lordfhip, -I fhalt never for-
get this Meffed day as long as I live ; firch -
a windfall ofice in feven years might make
me forget that I bean’t always to live
i this world, fo it may be beft for me
not to have fuch a God-fend as your Lord-
thip but once in my life.

Emely, faid the Peer, this good woman
muft be your penfioner, you have ftole
away her bufinefs, and muft make reftitu-
* tion for the theft, I will be. umpire be-
tween you, and I condemn you from this
day to pay her, during her life, the fum of
five pounds quarterly, my fteward is a
good fort ofa man, I fhall fpeak to him,
and he thall affift you in the bufinefs.

The maitrefs d’hotel fell down onher -
knees, the heart of Mifs Fairfax exulted
VOL. Iif, M in
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in.the office affigned her,. and: his Lord-
thip’s two fupporters bore him to the
_ carriage, after which the Colonel kanded

Mrs. Edwin and his fifter into their chaife,
‘and as it had been hefore arranged, he
took his place by the fide of his uncle;.
and thus martialed they all proceeded on
their rout to London. Colonel Fairfax
having promifed to join the ladies in
Grafton-Street, as foon as he had fafely

conduted ILord Delborough to St. -

James’s-Square..
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